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VISIT HAVANA 
before you go home 
MIAMI BEACH America’s Favorite Playground Less than one hour away by National 
Miami Beach knows no season for fun! is the fascinating “Las Vegas of the 
Every day of the year is fun day. Caribbean.” New hotels, night clubs 
Recreational activities are in full swing right and casinos add more glamour to 
now. The fishing is great...as is the golfing, Havana than ever before. Just for fun, 
swimming, sailing, etc. Bring the whole fly National to Cuba’s capital 
family and combine business with pleasure. after your convention is over. 
Ask about National’s Family Plan. Frequent flights daily. 


Fly NATIONAL to your Convention 


FINEST TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES CONTACT CONVENTION MANAGER 


ELPFI PLANNING SERVICE! . ° ° 
HELPFUI » , For assistance in all phases of your. 


@ Fast modern Club Coaches and World-famed Star transportation planning, contact any 
flights featuring National’s Economical Family 


f National Airlines ticket office or 
Plan help build attendance. - 


aN : : ; write or wire: 
@ National’s trained personnel gives you prompt, 
courteous, professional service. Convention Manager, National Airlines, Inc. 


@ National serves more Florida cities than any other P.O. Box NAL, International Airport 
airline—and a grand total of 37 cities plus Havana. Miami 48, Florida 


For reservations, see your Travel Agent or National Airlines’ Ticket Office 


“NATIONAL 


AIRLINE OF THE STARS 


FIRST WITH JETS IN THE U.S.A. * FIRST WITH JETS IN THE U.S.A, 
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Religion’s Place 
in the Age of Space 


The key to survival in this harried age 
is neither new nor nuclear. 

It is the spirit of love and fraternity. 

If we truly and literally acknowledge 
the Bible’s first lesson, the kinship of all 
men, we will find it impossible to take 
part in war. 

If we take seriously the admonition 
to be as concerned over the welfare of 
others as we are over our own, we would 
find it unthinkable to permit human 
beings anywhere to endure anguish or 
agony. 

If we incorporate into our life tne 
great Hebraic truth that man has it 
within his power to improve his lot, to 
avert disaster, and lift the level of hu- 
man existence, we will never relent in 
our quest for a surcease to strife. 

These ancient ideas are as applicable 
to the space age as to any other. Indeed, 
their realization becomes more urgent 
than ever. 

The agenda of the forthcoming con- 
vention of the UNION OF AMERICAN HE- 
BREW CONGREGATIONS, scheduled for 
November 14-19, in Miami Beach, Flor- 
ida, is geared to making these truths 
more evident. The convention theme, 
“New Frontiers for Reform Judaism,” 
will be elaborated upon in workshops, 
seminars, and plenaries. Everything will 
conduce to sharpening the awareness of 
the role which Liberal Jews must play 
in the resolution of mankind’s spiritual 
problems. 

If you want to join the thousands who 
will be on hand for this great mobiliza- 
tion of our movement, make inquiries at 
your temple office. 
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Why JAN PEERCE 
Reads The 
Reader’s Digest 


“FOR MANY YEARS, The Reader’s 
Digest has been as important to me 
as my pitchpipe. It helps me spend 
profitably and adventurously mo- 
ments of leisure that might otherwise 
be wasted. 


“The Digest is an indispensable 
ally to us traveling artists of many 
nations, enabling us to carry out our 
roles as ‘cultural ambassadors-at- 
large’ and win new friends for our 
countries. Its value can be equally 
great, I think, for all travelers of 
whatever occupation in helping them 
get the greatest possible enjoyment 
out of their trips through increased 
understanding and appreciation of 
the peoples in other countries.” 


Busy people like Jan Peerce know 
the importance of staying well in- 
formed in today’s fast-changing 
world. With The Reader’s Digest as 
your guide, keeping up with the 
world is fascinating fun. Every month 
the Digest brings you, in handy 
pocket size, much of the drama, the 
excitement and the joy of modern 
life. Why not get your copy today? 





Pleasantville, N. Y. 
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UAHC 
holiday photo contest 


EXTENDED UNTIL 
JANUARY 15, 1960 


Entry Blanks at Your Temple Office 


A PROJECT FOR 
THE ENTIRE FAMILY 
Judges: MEL ALLEN 


RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH HARRY GOLDEN 
SUSAN STRASSBERG BEN HANDEL 
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D’Or Elegante 


Miniature Chocolates 





Deesly embossed presentation package 
features a gold foil protector for preserv- 
cosmopolitan selection—half bittersweet ing the delicacy of these super-fine choco- 


Lovers of European-type candies espe- 
cially will grow fond of this delightfully 


and half milk chocolate—that is beauti- lates, 
fully hand decorated in the continental 
manner. $1: 85 a pound 


D'OR ELEGANTE is featured at all SCHRAFFT STORES 
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Luxuro Chocolates at $2.00 the pound 
and available in 1, 2, 24% and 5 lb. sizes 
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“In all the World... 

/n any Season... 
The most beautiful 
resort hotel, anywhere!” 














































































































































































ontainebleau 




















Best Greetings 
r = il 


UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS 


Ben Novack ,gesopesxgy Duke Stewart 
President Manager 
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Meet 


ISAAC 
MA YER 
WISE 


by JOSEPH H. GUMBINER 


a MOST INFLUENTIAL person in the development of 
American Judaism was Isaac Mayer Wise. A native of 
Central Europe, Rabbi Wise was fond of saying that 
he was, in truth, a naturalized American while still 
in the interior of Bohemia. By this he meant that the 
spirit of American freedom had already been made 
known to him through the writings of revolutionary 
patriots, men like Richard Henry Lee, whose words 
Rabbi Wise cherished: 
The first maxim of a man who loves liberty should 
be never to grant to Rulers an atom of power that 
is not most clearly and indispensably necessary 
for the safety and well-being of society. 
Such sentiments, however, and conduct based on them 
were not popular in mid-nineteenth century Bohemia. 
In an effort to freeze the Jewish population at a given 
level, marriages in the Jewish community were not per- 
mitted unless the couple possessed a special certificate 
difficult to procure. Rabbi Wise officiated without the 
certificate. All ministers were commanded to praise the 
emperor in their sermons at the time of his birthday. 
Rabbi Wise refused. His own people were very conser- 
vative, loath to introduce changes in synagogue pro- 
cedures. Rabbi Wise attended progressive rabbinical 
conferences and sought to reformulate the service in 
keeping with new needs. 

In 1846 Isaac Mayer Wise applied for permission to 
leave the country. He was denied a passport with the 
word: “Do you think we opened our schools to you so 
that you could take your learning to America?” Un- 
daunted, the young rabbi and his wife, Theresa, with 
their infant child, Emily, fled under cover of night. 





Rabbi Gumbiner, director of the Hillel Foundation, Univer- 
sity of California, is the author of the new UAHC book, Isaac 
Mayer Wise. 


They crossed the border and booked passage to America 


from Bremerhaven. 
. 


THE VOYAGE 


The voyage took sixty-three days. Upon arrival in New 
York the first words which Rabbi Wise heard in the new 
world were the anti-Semitic curses of dock porters 
angered because he knew enough English to prevent 
them from fleecing him and his fellow passengers. Set- 
tled in temporary quarters, the rabbi sought out promi- 
nent men to whom he had letters of introduction from 
the old world. He wanted help and counsel in realiz- 
ing his dream of teaching a new form of Judaism which 
would reflect the freedom of the American environ- 
ment. Everywhere he met with discouragement. Each 
person whom he asked told him the same thing—there 
was no future for his work as rabbi in America. Those 
Jews who had general education, they said, would have 
nothing to do with Judaism. The rest were ignorant 
and superstitious and did not require the services of a 
cultured leader. Give up the rabbinate, they urged, 
study to become a physician or a lawyer or go into 
business. 

When he visited the local synagogues Rabbi Wise 
found little to encourage him. All were of Orthodox 
type and the leaders were almost universally ignorant 
of Jewish as well as general culture. The first moral 
support he received came from Rabbi Max Lilienthal 
of New York, who sent his young colleague to dedicate 
a new synagogue, Mishkan Israel, in New Haven, Con- 
necticut. From there he went to Albany and Rochester. 
Within a few months he accepted the call to minister 
to the congregation in Albany as master of a full-time 
school maintained by the congregation and as rabbi. 

In Albany Rabbi Wise pressed forward in the effort 
to re-form Judaism. He introduced the custom of choral 
music sung by men and women, family pews, the prac- 
tice of confirmation, and he shortened the synagogue 
service by eliminating repetition and prayers which 
were no longer meaningful to the people, like those in 
behalf of the restoration of the ancient cult of animal 
sacrifice. Prayers in German and, later on, in English 
were added to the Hebrew ritual while instrumental 
music was used to heighten the appeal of the service. 


A FEARLESS LEADER 


Most of the people in Albany followed the leadership 
of Rabbi Wise. They knew him as a fearless champion 
of progressive change. They also knew him as a man 
of deep conviction who could be equally firm in con- 
serving what he believed merited retention. He insisted 
that his members observe the Sabbath by closing their 
places of business and abstaining from work. He at- 
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tacked visiting missionaries with such vigor and astute- 
ness that they soon stopped coming to Albany. He 
sought a basis for his reforms in halachah, in Jewish 
law, itself. He held firmly to the belief in the divine 
revelation at Sinai. 

It was inevitable that such a man should have op- 
ponents as well as followers. The congregation in Albany 
developed a split between the friends and enemies of 
Rabbi Wise. Things came to a head on Rosh Hashanah 
in 1850 when the president of the congregation at- 
tacked the rabbi physically on the pulpit. A majority 
of the people at once withdrew and formed a new 
congregation which Rabbi Wise served for another 
four years until he responded to the appeal of Congre- 
gation Bnai Yeshurun in Cincinnati and set out with 
his family for the Queen City of the West. 

In Cincinnati Rabbi Wise served his congregation 
for nearly half a century. He also edited the Israelite 
(later known as the American Israelite) and its German 
counterpart, Die Deborah; traveled far and wide by 
train, stage coach, and flat-bottomed river boat to seek 
support for his projects; served the larger community 
in many posts, including that of public school examiner 
and member of the Board of Trustees of the University 
of Cincinnati. He fought for the recognition of Jewish 
chaplains by the Union army during the Civil War. A 
strong believer in the American public schools, he 
sought to protect separation of church and state in the 
schools of the land. He preached against war and every 
kind of personal and social injustice. 

Rabbi Wise dreamed of a united American Jewish 
community in the service of an enlightened faith. His 
plans for a Union of congregations went back to his 
earliest days in America. The Union which he wanted 
to achieve was to have been a Union of all the Jewish 
congregations in the land. To accomplish this he was 
prepared to make substantial concessions to the tradi- 
tionalists. After a conference in Cleveland in 1855 it 
seemed as if his dream were to come true. To his sur- 
prise and pain he was suddenly attacked, not only by 
the extreme adherents of Orthodoxy, but even more 
violently by radical reformers under the leadership of 
Rabbi David Einhorn in Baltimore. The plan for an 
all-embracing Union had to be abandoned. 

After a quarter century of labor the Union of Amer- 
ican Hebrew Congregations finally came into being in 
1873. Only two years later the great hope of Rabbi 
Wise was realized when the Union brought the Hebrew 
Union College into being. Rabbi Wise served as its 
distinguished president for twenty-five years. In 1889 
the structure of liberal Jewish organization was com- 
pleted with the formation of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, with Rabbi Wise again serving as 
president. 
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AUTHOR OF THIS ARTICLE is also author of a biography of 
Isaac Mayer Wise, whose jacket is shown above. For copies 
(price $3.50) write Union of American Hebrew Congrega- 
tions, 838 Fifth Avenue, New York 21, N.Y. 





ALWAYS A RABBI 


It is amazing to note that in spite of the varied and in- 
tensive nature of his organizational work, the founder of 
Reform Judaism in America never abandoned his cen- 
tral task as rabbi—to study and teach Judaism. He wrote 
widely in the field of Jewish history; composed a 
Pronaos to Holy Writ; wrote The Cosmic God, a col- 
lection of essays in the philosophy of religion; and pub- 
lished the volume on the presses of the Israelite. At the 
age of 74 he set off for the Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago where he lectured on the theology and ethics 
of Judaism before the assembled delegates of the World 
Parliament of Religions. 

Blessed with a rugged constitution and good health, 
Isaac Mayer Wise continued his active service to the 
very end of his life. On the morning of the Sabbath of 
March 24, 1900, he preached the sermon at the Plum 
Street Temple as usual. He went home for Sabbath 
dinner with his family and then walked to the College 
where he lectured to his students for an hour before 
the afternoon chapel service. At the end of his lecture 
he was stricken suddenly and died at his home two 
days later. 

Our lives as American Jews have been immeasurably 
enriched by the life and work of Isaac Mayer Wise. 
We should assess the contribution of this man not only 
in terms of his genius at organization, but also in 
appreciation for his great human spirit. The message of 
his life is well summarized in his own words: 

Come what may and how it may, I will not swerve 

a hair’s breadth from my convictions. Either I will 

build up a Judaism suited to the age and breathing 

the spirit of American freedom, or I will be buried 
beneath the ruins of the old Judaism. I do not wish to 

be rich, nor honored, nor recognized, nor beloved. I 

will do my duty. I will remain true to my convictions. 
That is the testament of Isaac Mayer Wise to those of 
us who are the heirs of the sacred cause in the service 
of which he spent his life. 






IS MEANINGFUL 
JUDAISM 


A Judaism for Today 


by MELVIN WEINMAN 


eternal, moral principles to changing times and places. 
Adaptation implies reform and without reform Judaism 
would have died centuries ago. 

Judaism thrives on debate. The Bible records the dif- 
ferences between the ritual-minded priests and the 
spiritual-minded prophets. Afterwards, the Sadducees, 
who wanted to retain the literal interpretation of the 
Bible, argued with the Pharisees who proposed to adjust 
Judaism, in practice and doctrine, to new conditions. 
The Talmud is a vast record of discussions among our 
sages over every aspect of life and service to God. 
Medieval Jewish history records controversies between 
Jewish scholars who followed the rationalism of Greek 
philosophy and their fundamentalistic opponents. Later, 
Jewry witnessed a bitter intellectual struggle between 
the emotional Chasidim and the legalistic Misnagdim. 
Each of these conflicts, enduring over many generations, 
enriched Jewish life. 

This is the historic character of Judaism. It is a con- 
tinuous search for truth without an organized authority 
to fetter individual effort. The disadvantages to this 
method are a lack of central control, of discipline, and 
of exact definition of doctrines. But the advantages of 
free intellectual inquiry have always been more im- 
portant to our people. 

Reform in America is a continuation of the process. 
In lands where no Reform exists, like Mexico and Israel, 
there is no dynamic religious creativity and no attempt 
to win Jews for the synagogue. In these lands, Judaism 
as a religion is narrow, crabbed, slowly giving way to 
secular Judaism. Conversely, in the one land where Re- 


form flourishes, America, all religious expressions of 





Rabbi Weinman serves Community Synagogue, Port Wash- 
ington, N. Y. 





REFORM JUDAISM 


oo HIsTORY of Judaism is a record of the adaptation of 
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Judaism also flourish. Even the religious movements 
that do not call themselves Reform feel the wholesome 
and beneficent influence of Reform’s approach. 

Reform is not a sect which calls for separation from 
Jewish tradition. It is a movement with justification in 
history aimed at recapturing the piety and loyalty of 
our people. A movement requires change. For certain 
people, change is impossible. They cannot bear it 
psychologically, for it taxes their decision- making pow- 
ers. They will not be happy in But for those 
who are searching for a more meaningful Judaism, re- 
lated intimately to modern truths and problems, Reform 
is the way. 

It is easy to accept the past without que stion and to 
change nothing. It is difficult to reinterpret the past and 
to create something new for the present and future. 


Reform. 


Reform does the latter. painful though the process 


may be. 


REFORM A RESPONSE 
TO UNCHANGING ORTHODOXY 


In 1565 Joseph Caro published the Shulchan Aruch. 
It was a codification of Jewish practices among S’fardic 
Jews. After several generations, this work became the 
authoritative code for traditionalist Jews. This reduced 
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and one of 
EP today 
nts opportunities for change. Caro’s material represents 
ne drastic changes over previous versions of Judaism, but 

after Caro, changes diminished. The Shulchan Aruch 
am became the “final” word instead of a record of develop- 
in ment in its search for communion with God. Supersti- 
of tion crept into Jewish practice and received divine sanc- 
in tion. In many quarters Judaism lost sight of its goals and 
it was reduced to the observance of rituals, some of which 
v- were purely .local customs. 
od Judaism became rigid at the very moment in history 
e- when the greatest flexibility was required. In Europe, 
n where Jewish life was centered, the French Revolution 

brought a gradual end to the ghetto. Jews were given 
0 new educational and civic and economic opportunities. 
d The democratic revolution was augmented by the ad- 
’s vent of a new material society. Science and technology 
s changed the old life and created a completely new set 


of human problems and relationships. 

The Shulchan Aruch had no answers to the most 
pressing problems of adjustment. While Jews were com- 
ing to feel at home in the lands of their sojourn, the 
Shulchan Aruch assumed they were still in exile. While 
Jews were finding opportunities for improving the world 
through science and democracy, the Shulchan Aruch 
assumed they were waiting for the miraculous appear- 
ance of the Messiah to redeem them. While Jews were 
coming closer to non-Jews in business, politics, and 
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social welfare, the Shulchan Aruch assumed our almost 
complete isolation from the non-Jewish world. 





The revolt against this unrealistic rigidity was started 
by Jewish laymen in Germany in the eighteenth century. 
Rabbis saw the need for change and, in the nineteenth 








century, joined the laymen. 







THE NAME AND THE PROCESS 






The word “Reform” is not crucial. We are concerned 






with Judaism, its preservation, and its acceptance by 
Jews. Reform is simply a name for the process by which 
we strengthen Judaism in our midst. Other names also 
described it, names like “Liberal,” “Progressive,” “Mod- 
ern,’ etc. 

What are the premises of Reform? First, that the 
moral laws have eternal validity and cannot be changed. 
Second, that ritual laws are not eternal and may be 
changed. Third, that changes should be made which are 
justified, as they were in the past. Fourth, that practices 
based on superstition, or which have lost their meaning, 
















or are unesthetic, may be abolished. Fifth, new practices 





















and ideas are to be fashioned if they inspire us to be- 
come devout and useful Jews. Sixth, a sin is the trans- 
gression of a moral law. No sinfulness is involved in the 
non-observance of rituals. 

Reform is impatient with debates over observances 
while the great moral imperatives of our faith are 
eclipsed, Reform strives to get to the agenda of the 
modern Jew’s spiritual problem, how to know God and 
how to work for a more peaceful, abundant, and loving 
world of men. 

We live in a world that can solve the material prob- 
lems of life that plagued our ancestors. Let’s solve them! 
We live under conditions in America that permit us to 
work with our fellow men for a more perfect spiritual 
life. Let’s exploit that opportunity! Most of the great 
religious principles of Judaism are unfulfilled. Let’s get 
on with the work of fulfilling them and not get mired 
by non-essentials. 

The traditionalist looks backward. They view with 
longing the era when the Temple stood in Jerusalem 
and animal sacrifices were brought up there three times 
daily. They think the end of that era was due to the sins 
of our forefathers which caused the Jews to be cast out 
of the Holy Land as exiles and wanderers over the 
earth. They prayed for the appearance of a Messiah to 
bring the exile to an end and to restore us to the Holy 
Land. 

Reform rejects this construction of history. We are not 
in exile. We are at home in the lands of’ our sojourn, 
including the State of Israel. We see no purpose in 
prayers for the rebuilding of a Sanctuary in Jerusalem 









or for the reconstitution of animal sacrifices. We do not 
wait or pray for a Messiah to deliver us and the world; 
we believe deliverance from evil can be achieved if we 
link arms with all men of good will and labor constantly 
for it. Reform looks forward, not backward. It calls us 
to get on with our work as partners with God. 


PRACTICING WHAT WE PREACH 


To carry out the principles of Reform every congre- 
gation has the right to observe ceremonies in accord- 
ance with the needs and desires of its members. A great 
number of ritual variants prevail among the congrega- 
tions within the Union of American Hebrew Congre- 
gations. Some wear head covering at worship; most do 
not. Some congregations have cantors; some do not. 
Some read the Torah on Friday night; others read it on 
Saturday morning. In many congregations women light 
the candles at the beginning of the Shabos eve service. 

In some congregations everyone stands for Kaddish; 
in others, only the mourners stand. There is much con- 
gregational singing and participation in some temples; 
very little in others. The Bar Mitzvah ceremony is far 
from uniform. Most weddings performed by Reform 
rabbis omit the breaking of the glass; yet, many Reform 
rabbis will permit it if the families want it. 

The variations are multitudinous, testifying to the 
subsidiary role of practice in the framework of Reform. 
You become Orthodox not when you perform a custom, 
but when you magnify its importance. 

The Reform movement introduced the weekly ser- 
mon, a custom that had originated in the time of the 
Second Temple. The Orthodox had abandoned this 
practice some time in the Middle Ages. Now they have 
restored it, due to the impact of Reform. 

Reform gave women equality in the synagogue. Jew- 
ish law was in conflict with itself over the status of 
woman. On the one hand, it permitted her just about 
every right enjoyed by men but, on the other, it sup- 
plied rather weak reasons why she should not exercise 
them. Reform carried that principle to its logical con- 
clusion. 


SOME REFORM “FIRSTS” 


e The creation of a modern system of education for 
children and adults. 

e The creation of a textbook literature for religious 
schools. 

e The creation of a national federation of synagogues, 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations (1873). 
e The establishment of the first seminary in America 
for the training of rabbis, the Hebrew Union College 
(1875). 

e The publication of a modern prayer book in Hebrew 
and English. 
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e The establishment of the first School of Sacred Music 
in America. 

e The creation of the interfaith movement by the Re- 
form rabbis to change the century-old antagonism be- 
tween Jews and Christians from suspicion to respect 
and from hate to love. 

e Confirmation on Shovuos. 

e The rite of Consecration on Sukos which initiates 
children as they start their Jewish education. 

e The late Friday evening service. 

e The creation of new rituals and prayers for Purim 
and Chanukah. 


WHAT REFORM ABANDONED 


e Prayers for the Messiah. 

e Prayers for the rebuilding of the ancient Temple in 
Jerusalem and the reconstitution of animal sacrifice. 

e The regulations regarding priests (kohanim). 

e The second days of some holidays. 

e The obligatory character of the dietary laws. 

e Customs based on superstition. 

e Outgrown marriage and divorce practices. 


a 
it 


ae 


All Judaism is in a sense Reform. Its spirit is one of 
adaptation to the change which is characteristic of 
life. Even the traditionalists have changed and radically. 
Perhaps, then, the only difference between Reform and 
non-Reform is that the former admits it has changed. 


Prayer-Poem by Cancer Victim 


(One of the many letters received by Rabbi Milton 
Greenwald, Mansfield, Ohio, after the publication in 
this magazine of his article, “My Experience with 
Cancer,” contained the following poem by a woman, 
whose name is known to Dr. Greenwald but whose 
identity he was not free to divulge.) 


CLEANSED 


Dear God above, since it is | 

Whom Thou hast chosen thus to try. 
Please Srant me Thy benignant grace 
Each day to welcome, and to face 
What must be, with my courage high; 
To live with pain, and not to cry 


For sympathy — the one disgrace 


That Thy greal gifts could ne'er efface. 


This is my prayer, which Thou must hear, 


Since Thou hast kept me cleansed from fear. 
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Elsie Turns Fifty 


A Story 


by HELENE E. TASH 


Last ROSH HASHANAH, Elsie came to wish me a Happy 
New Year. You'd never tell from her youthful appear- 
ance that she is a grandmother. She’s moved even 
farther out in the country than we, and dressed subur- 
ban: cashmere, tweed, kid and suede jackets, boxer, 
station-wagon 

I was glad to see her, and said, “Do have coffee here 
in the kitchen with me.” 

She hugged me, laying her cheek against mine, and 
kissed the hair at my ear. . . not to muss make-up. 

“Honey,” she said, “I’ve already made two stops— 
one with my darling grandson. He’s not two yet—and 
already talks complete sentences. ‘Call,’ he says and 
picks up the phone, pushes at the holes and when he 
hears the noise he says, ‘Busy.’ ” 

She threw her arms wide, a luscious Jewish Millay not 
getting the world close enough. 

“Ah, life is so good. My Harold and I, umbeshrien, 
are so happy together and our two daughters are mar- 
ried to such bright boys. Our Dora and her husband, 
just out of service, are going to buy a house in Colo- 
rado and so we sent a check for $2,000, a down payment, 
but they sent it back” Her black eyes sparkled as she 
leveled me a look, rolling her head from ear to ear, 
rhythmic, like davvening. 

“Thanks,” they said, “but don’t rob us of trying to 
sacrifice. We want the fun of doing for ourselves.” 

She came to tell me about her fiftieth birthday party, 
the week before. She relayed to me all the silly sug- 
gestive solaces-for-aging she received. She didn’t want 
me to feel hurt at not being invited—her daughter had 
done the inviting. 

I hadn't heard. I'd been back to my childhood home, 
across the country, visiting my old Dad. He was ailing, 
not so ill as old. His agile mind was still beating the 
surrounding bush, hacking away at hindrance, pushing 
on toward his personal destiny. His body kept saying 
it is 80 years old and his mind insisted, * ‘Not so, 79. Until 
next February, 79.” 





Mrs. Tash, a writer, is a member of Congregation Sinai, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
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He complained; and when he didn’t complain, he 
crowed. He was self-made. He needed no one. I needn’t 
have made that long trip on his account. 

“But, Dad, I wanted to see you and wish you .. .” 

“Yeah. Happy New Year. Aren’t you having a birth- 
day soon? How old, fifty? You kiddin’? You, fifty!” 

I didn’t tell Elsie I'd soon be fifty, too. No parties 
for me. Repose, please rest. I had learned the great 
distance between being calm and keeping still. 

Elsie was speaking of the greetings she received. One, 
a friend, phoned her that morning to wish her a Happy 
New Year and report on her rabbi’s sermon the night 
before, 

She thought it was tiresome, not at all stirring. Of 
course, said Elsie, there’s not much to stir. “Were you 
stirred? I was. Look at my eyes, still bloodshot from 
crying.” 

I looked and I smiled. 

“Stirred?” I said. “No, I don’t want to be stirred. 
Going to temple is not such an occasion. It’s like going 
home to your own.” 

“Temple is?” 

“Dear, if you went Friday nights, not just twice a 
year, you'd not expect so much. You'd be used to it.” 

“Maybe you're right, but I like to get something . . .” 

“But you don’t go to get anything. You bring some- 
thing—yourself. You joined your temple, Elsie, when 
first you came to town, out of fellowship, a stranger 
following his fellows, hoping for fellowship.” 

“Oh,” she flared, burning the hope. “The cliques! 
Those snooty women, when I think. . .” 

“Yes, and now it’s grown so big, when you go you 
make a social date with another couple, so’s not to be 
lonely in such a crowd. And so many young ones know 
who you are, and think youre standoffish.” 

“Honey,” Elsie reproached, ‘ ‘Tve had it. I can’t start 


making with the Sisterhood all over again.” 
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“Well, so why do you go to temple now? Socially, 
you say it’s nothing. You don't need it. We go to 
worship: to feel the kindred of our own kind, and join 
in worship of our common Father. . . .” 

“Oh, yes!” breathed Elsie. “That’s the one thing about 
my raising my daughters I would change. I'd give them 
more religion. It’s so important.” 

“Important it is, but you can’t give it. The need 
for belief is born in us. Each finds his own w ay toward 
faith. You exposed your girls; they were confirmed.” 

“Not enough! They should be like my grandfather 
who woke up every day with a smile and said, ‘God has 
given me this day to be glad in!’ Not like my father 
who works and slaves and tries so hard to save money, 
and time... .” 

“Mine, too. Maybe because their 
soul-saving, they couldn’t provide a good living?” 

“Grosspapa, Elsie murmured. “So sweet, but so dis- 
organized. ...” 

“Yes. So their sons make sure they don’t have to take 
that when theyre old. Elsie, imagine having to depend 
on your wonderful children! Maybe that’s why some 
of us can’t afford to be so spiritual. When youre lowly, 
holy is a way of life. When you're grading up, it’s a 
luxury you'd like to afford. . .. Membership, assessments, 


fathers were so 


teas, style shows, Sisterhood, Brotherhood, Smother- 
hood! No. This is not what we are talking about. We're 
talking about temple. 

“The temple is the House of God. He is there. You 
go to Him because you feel you'd like to be with Him. 
Just as—and this is only an example—today | you stopped 
at my house. It’s been too long since we've been to- 
gether; you felt this, and came . . . hoping Id be here, 
knowing Id be glad the thought of me brought you, my 
friend.” 

“Yeah, but you listen and talk to me.” 

“God will too, in a sense,” I said. “Take your little 
need and nurture it. Hold it quietly, carefully in your 
white-gloved hands and your quickening heart. Join the 
congregation in its rising up and sitting down, comings 
out and goings in, knowing its members are with you. 
And when, one day, the temple president stops seem- 
ing an influential man to you, but a dedicated one... . 
and the rabbi, spellbinder or no, becomes your con- 
secrated pastor, you will love yourself for sharing their 
devotion, and God will be with you. 

Elsie was crying and now her eyes were blood-shot. 
She held her heart with her hand and she cried, “You 
are more my sister than my sister. You understand me. 
What does it cost to join your temple?” 
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UAHC STAFF HONORED. Two staff 
members of the Union of Ameri- 
can Hebrew Congregations have 
received honorary Doctor of Di- 
vinity Degrees from the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion. Upper photo shows Rab- 
bi Samuel Cook, right, director of 
National Federation of Temple 
Youth, with Dr. Nelson Glueck, 
president of the College-Institute. 
Lower photo is that of Rabbi Dan- 
iel L. Davis, director of New York 
Federation of Reform Synagogues, 
the other recipient of degree. Dr. 
Glueck wrote Rivers in the Desert 
and Dr. Davis Understanding Ju- 
daism. 


CIVIC LEADERS CITED. Citations for civic leadership were given 
to Col. Arthur Levitt, right, Comptroller of the State of New York, 
and Mrs. Caroline Simon, Secretary of State of New York, by 
Sydney W. Roos, president of the New York Federation of Re- 
form Synagogues. Levitt, a Democrat, and Mrs. Simon, a Re- 
publican, both declared that the ideals absorbed in temples in 
which they are active were helpful in “spiritualizing” their 
political careers. 
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THE MAYOR AND HIS RABBI. Rabbi Joseph Klein, right, con- 
gratulates his congregant, Joseph S. Casdin, on his election as 
Mayor of Worcester, Mass. Mr. Casdin is a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Temple Emanuel, served by Rabbi Klein. 


REFORM’S “FAMILY PORTRAIT” shown in Akron, Ohio, mural. 
Major institutions of Reform Judaism and its own structure 
are depicted in mural at Temple Israel, Akron, Ohio. More 
than ten feet high and twelve feet wide, it is flooded with 
spotlights to make vivid the bond between the local temple 
and the national agencies which serve it. Conceived by Mar- 
vin Perelman, it was a gift of the religious school and was 
dedicated by Rabbi Morton M. Applebaum in honor of the 85th 
anniversary of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 














HE LOVES HIS FELLOW MEN is leg- 
end on book-plate of famed Irving Edison, 


of St. Louis. 


Tue BUSINEsS OF sticking a book-plate into one’s book 
to remind forgetful friends that certain volumes are only 
on loan provides s a way for the book lover to find closer 
identification with his treasured collection. As a result, 
book-plates, ex libris, as they're called, are an outlet for 
self-expression, designed especially for the owner and 
reflecting his activities and interests. 

These ex libris are something like autographs, but one 
need not be a handwriting expert to read a great deal in 
them. Just as there are autograph collectors, there are 
book-plate collectors, and we who specialize in items 
that are particularly Jewish find many of special Reform 


interest. 
One of my favorites is the book-plate of the late Rabbi 
Nathan Krass, who served Temple Emanu-El! in New 


York from 1923 to 1934. Rabbi Krass took as a motif 
of his book-plate the beautiful Temple Ark, Eternal 
Light, and columns before which he stood each Sab- 
bath. The design also includes his signature. The same 
artist who did this book-plate, Joanne Bauer, designed 
one for the late Dr. Joshua Loth Liebman. This ex libris 
is in the shape of the windows of the Temple Israel, 
Boston, and shows the head of a traditional Jew, repre- 
senting Maimonides. It has the seal of Hebrew Union 
College, and a scroll with the words, “Tree of Life,” in 
Hebrew in his handwriting. Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, 
of Pittsburgh, fittingly uses the Hebrew for the phrase, 
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from out of thy 





Mr. Jablin, of the staff of the National Jewish Welfare Board, 
is a leader of Temple Israel, Jamaica, N.Y. 
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Some Book-Plates 3 
of Reform Interest i 


by JULIAN N. JABLIN a’ 
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BEAUTIFUL ARK OF CONGREGATION 
EMANU-EL, one of the world’s most ex- 
quisite sanctuaries, was chosen by the late 
Rabbi Nathen Krass. 


mouth .. .” and his name in Hebrew on his book-plate, 
which also shows a traditional Jewish scholar seated be- 
fore a case of books. The plate is by Jacob Sander. 

Two additional ex libris of rabbis are notable. Rabbi 
Arthur J. Lelyveld, of Cleveland, has an exceptionally 
beautiful book-plate bearing the phrase in Hebrew, 
“And if the Book will prevail, the sword shall not,” an 
idea which is borne out in the art work. Rabbi Bertram 
W. Korn, of Philadelphia, uses a simple scroll design on 
which is written, “The beginning of wisdom is the fear 
of the Lord” (Psalm 111). 

American themes are found on many book-plates, the 
treatment often being related to the experience of the 
owner. Justin G. Turner, a Los Angeles business execu- 
tive active in a score of Jewish organizations, is a noted 
collector of manuscripts and autographs. So, his book- 
plate, which has his signature, also has the heads of 
Washington, Lincoln, and Jefferson against a reproduc- 
tion of the Declaration of Independe nce, indicative of 
his interest in American history. Dr. Charles S. Bern- 
heimer, a veteran social worker and author, uses a dif- 
ferent aspect of Americana; his ex libris shows the Statue 
of Liberty with the bow of a ship in which immigrants 
are coming ‘o the land of freedom. This plate was de- 
signed by Ch arles Cox, for many years a fellow resident 
with Dr. Bernheimer at the Univ ersity Settlement in 
New York City. 

Lee J. Friedman, the late Boston attorney and his- 
torian, used a book-plate on which are shown a bust 
representing “justice blindfolded” and the scales of jus- 
tice, emblems of his profession, and a candelabrum. His 
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PATRIOTIC MOTIF dominates this book 
plate of Justin G. Turner, Los Angeles book 
lover. 


alma mater, Harvard, is represented by its coat of arms 
“To thine own self be 
“From the 


and the plate bears the motto, 
true.” Two books (with the Hebrew legend, 
books of Lee M. Friedman,” on their spines) and a 
number of prints bear witness to Mr. Friedman’s own 
creative work and writings in American Jewish history. 

Another prominent attorney, Leon J. Obermayer, also 
uses a book-plate on which is shown “justice blind- 
folded” as well as the Tablets of the Law. Some 
history is included: a Confederate flag is a reminder 
that Mr. Obermayer’s father, came to Virginia 
from Germany in 1848, served in the Confederate 
A Sabbath lamp, which came from the home of Mr. 
Obermayer’s father-in-law in Germany, and which now 
hangs in the Obermayer home in Phil: idelphia, depicts 


family 


who 
Army. 


the owner's hobby of collecting antique Jewish cere- 
monial objects. 

The art of capturing the spirit of an individual’s mani- 
fold interests in a single illustration has been mastered 
to a fine degree by A. Raymond Katz, one of America’s 
foremost ex libris artists. As a matter of fact, many of 
Mr. Katz’ creations have an omnibus quality which is 
unique, to say the least. On a plate owned by Sam 
Levenson, the TV personality, a member of Union 
Temple, Brooklyn, Mr. Katz used the Hebrew initial 
“L” as a dominant theme; other features of the plate 
are Mr. Levenson’s glasses which are something of a 
trade-mark, a TV antenna and set, the seals of Columbia 
University and Brooklyn College, a pennant from Tilden 
High School, a Kiddush cup and a brief case, the last 


memento of Mr. Levenson’s days as a school teacher. 
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AND LITERATURE 
were the loves of the late Lee M. Fried- 
man, as reflected in his book-plate. 


HARVARD, LAW, 





RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF’S book- 
plate, described in article by Mr. Jablin, 
well suits this creative scholar. 


For Irving Edison of St. Louis, Mr. Katz designed a 
plate showing the seal of the National Jewish Welfare 
Board, of which Mr. Edison was president from 1950 to 
1954; the seal includes the symbols of the twelve tribes 
of Israel to signify the totality of the Jewish community. 
Mr. Edison’s cultural interests, music, the ballet, litera- 
ture, are represented on the book-plate together with a 
scroll which bears a quotation from the “Ethics of the 
Fathers” extolling love of peace and love of one’s fel- 
low man. 





QUOTATION FROM PSALM 111 is inscribed on book-plate of 
the Philadelphia rabbi-historian, Dr. Korn. 
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TEACHER, LOYAL 
JEW, AND TV PER- 
SONALITY, Sam Leven- 
son’s book-plate is an in- 
teresting montage created 


by Raymond Katz. 
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WAR HERO is memori- 
alized in books and book- 
plates in the library of 
Cincinnati's Rockdale 
Avenue Temple. 


Immortal as the song of a bird; the 


laughing waters of a brook; a sunbeam 




















More simple in design is the fine ex libris memorial- 
izing the sacrifice of Lt. Richard J. Hermann, a young 
flyer who was killed in action in 1944. The book-plate, 
used in a collection named for him in the library of 
the Rockdale Avenue Temple, Cincinnati, bears the 
wings of a U.S. Air Force observer and a scene depicting 


the legend: “Immortal as the song of a bird; the laugh- 


These are a few examples of the manner in which 
book-plate art shows the many facets of an individual's 
personality and interests. The love of books, and the 
consequent urging to bind oneself more closely to them, 
is shared by the giants of our Reform movement and by 
ordinary temple members alike . all “People of the 
Book,” whose love is frequently expressed graphically 
in these small bits of printed paper. 


ing waters of a brook; a sunbeam.” 





IF THE BOOK WILL 
PREVAIL, THE 
SWORD WILL NOT, 

slogan adopted by Rabbi 
Arthur J. Lelyveld for his 
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joined in book-plate of 
Leon 
prominent Philadelphian. 
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by LOUIS I. NEWMAN 


Last APRIL we commemorated the tenth anniversary 
of the passing of Stephen S. Wise, the son of Rabbi 
Aaron Wise of Congregation Rodeph Sholom, New York 
City, and the heir of a long rabbinic lineage abroad. 
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise was a massive personality, of 
remarkable endowments and attainments. No rabbi in 
the long chronicles of Jewish history, Maimonides, 
Mendelssohn, or Geiger, was more widely known by 
his contemporaries during his lifetime. For decades his 
name was on the lips of non-Jews and Jews in this 
country and in other lands, and he was the very exemplai 
of the title, “Rabbi,” which he preferred above all 





Dr. Newman, of Congregation Rodeph Sholom, New York 
City, was a close friend of the late Dr. Wise. 
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THE LATE DR. WISE, shown with the man he helped elect Mayor 
of New York City, the late Fiorello LaGuardia. 


others. Innumerable rabbis can testify to the fact that 
when they are greeted by non-Jews, they are still called 
“Rabbi Wise,” as if every rabbi were a reflection of 
Stephen Wise himself. 


AS AN ORATOR 


He was, to be sure, a magnificent orator in the era 
before radio, television, and the long countryside week- 
end. Vast throngs heard him gladly at Carnegie Hall, 
New York, and delighted in the pungency, the flame, 
and the eloquence of his utterances. Long before the 
advent of the airplane he traveled to countless com- 
munities, and his appearance was always a community 
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event. His hearers were recruited from all origins and 
denominations, and they never went away disappointed. 
He had an organ-like voice which he employed with 
supreme forensic skill, and yet with convincing sincerity. 
He had an unmatched presence, his aquiline features, 
his contagious smile and his genial mood, serving to 
make him an acknowledged tribune of the people. He 
had Niagara-like energy, infinite patience in committee 
and convention deliberations, and the ability to sit far 
into the night with his co-workers to hammer out a pro- 
gram of action. He conducted an immense correspond- 
ence with the high-placed and the lowly, and strove to 
see to it that every letter, however obscure the writer, 
was fittingly answered. The leaders of the times came to 
him at his home and his study, to gather his counsel and 
obtain his cooperation. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


Stephen Wise was the advocate of great and challenging 
causes, and he had the satisfaction of seeing most of 
them come to successful fulfilment. He espoused woman 
suffrage, the right of the laboring masses, clean city 
government, the democratization of religious and com- 
munity life within and outside Jewry, and social welfare 
programs at a time when the progressive approach 
could be followed only at great personal risk and cost. 
When Fascism and Nazism threatened the free world, 
Stephen Wise was like a Paul Revere awakening the 
democracies everywhere to the menace at hand. With 
the late Rabbi Gustav Gottheil and his son, Professor 
Richard Gottheil, Rabbi Wise was one of the earliest 
champions of the Zionist movement, having attended a 
Zionist Congress with the immortal Theodor Herzl in 
the chair. He believed in the concordance of Reform 
Judaism and Zionism, and he lived to see his efforts 
crowned with triumph when in 1948 the Third Hebrew 
Commonwealth, the State of Israel, as he had _ pro- 
phesied, was established. As the President of the Ameri- 
can Jewish Congress, and the founder and President 
of the World Jewish Congress, he threw his mighty 
strength into the defense of Jewish communities under 
attack in Poland, Roumania, Soviet Russia, Central 
Europe, and other areas of oppression, as the historical 
situation demanded. He went from country to country 
to organize the Jewish people on a democratic basis for 
the protection of their religious and communal status. 

In Jewish religious life, Doctor Wise brought Liberal 
or Reform Judaism into closer association with the Jew- 
ish masses, and he combated any tendency to stand 
aloof from Jewish folk aspiration. Step by step, the 
Free Synagogue enriched itself, as have other Reform- 
Liberal congregations, by more attention to traditional- 
ism. He believed that every clergyman should be not 
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merely as free as he was strong, but also should be free 
by the very nature of the preacher’s calling. He entered 
the lists again and again as a doughty protector of a 
free pulpit. He could thunder like Amos of Tekoa, and 
the size of a man’s holdings or his political strength 
did not shield him against Rabbi Wise’s tongue if an 
issue of righteousness was at stake. He had the gift of 
sharp irony, but he also had the compassion of a Hosea 
or a Hillel. His wit lay not so much in quoted anecdotes 
as in the amusing rendition and interpretation of per- 
sonal experiences. He was a master of epigram; for ex- 
ample, his remarks: “The straight ticket is usually 
crooked,” or, “Israel is the God-chosen, because Israel 
is the God-choosing people.” He always emphasized the 
need for self-respect by Jews living in lands of religious 
freedom and loved to quote Tennyson’s words: 


Self-reverence, self-knowledge, self-control, 
These three alone lead life to sovereign power. 


He constantly reminded assimilated Jews that only if 
they had such self-respect could they gain the respect 
of non-Jews, those non-Jews who re joiced to receive him 
as guest-preacher at their churches and public meet- 
ings. His insistence on the title, “Rabbi Wise,” expressed 
his wish that his identity as a Jewish minister might 
be instantly and completely revealed. 


FOUNDING OF JIR 


In 1922 he founded the Jewish Institute of Religion, in 
the conviction that the Atlantic Seaboard states, com- 
prising more than three million Jews, and offering a 
rich laboratory of Jewish activity and inspiration, should 
have a training school for rabbis in addition to the 
Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati. 
with the Hebrew Union College under the aegis of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the Insti- 
tute, having been restored in 1956 to full status with 
ordination in New York, represents an invaluable asset 
in Reform Judaism, particularly to the more than 80 
Reform congregations in the Greater New York region. 
Thus, Reform Judaism today goes forward with a two- 
fold tradition, that of Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise of the 
nineteenth century (father of the late Rabbi Jonah B 

Wise) and Rabbi Stephen S. Wise of the twentieth 
century. A vital and unified Reform Judaism is now 
grappling competently with the problems of bringing 
pristine Jewish ideals and traditions into consonance 


In coordination 


with modern needs. 

Stephen Wise was an admired friend of the late 
Woodrow Wilson, Thomas Masaryk, Louis D. Brandeis, 
and other historic personalities of our age. His role in 
the early rise to political leadership of the late Franklin 
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D. Roosevelt is a significant chapter in American and 
world history. His cooperation with the Rev. Dr. John 
Haynes Holmes on behalf of the late Fiorello LaGuardia 
helped give New York City its finest mayoralty adminis- 
tration. Many other achievements, gained amid con- 
troversy and conflict, were due to the fearless, indomi- 
table leadership of Stephen Wise. His printed sermons, 
his writings in Opinion magazine, and his other pub- 
lished works are a manifestation of his spirit. But most 
of all Stephen Wise will be remembered by those who 
were privileged to know him, for his overpowering per- 
sonality, his penetrating insight and uncanny judgment 
regarding people, issues, and events, his unflagging 
activity, evincing itself in a many-sided, luminous, and 
vividly dramatic career. We shall not see his like again. 


I remember him at his study at 90th Street, giving me 
in the green typewriting ink of Mr. Wilson’s own type- 
writer the text of the Balfour Declaration and saying 
to me, “Louis, this paper will make history.” And I can 
still hear his glorious voice in tribute to Abraham Lin- 
coln, quoting from the words of the Chronicler in John 
Drinkwater’s play on the Civil War President, words 
which I believe apply to Stephen S. Wise as well: 


When the high heart we 
magnify, 

And the sure vision celebrate, 

And (reverence) greatness 
passing by, 

Ourselves are great. 
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THOUSANDS TO JOIN IN STUDY OF FUTURE 


T movsanns of representatives of temples throughout 
the Western Hemisphere will be on hand for the Forty- 
fifth General Assembly of the Union of American He- 
brew Congregations, November 14-19, 1959, at Miami 
Beach. 

The convention theme, “New Frontiers for Reform 
Judaism,” involves careful examination of “Religion’s 
Place in the Age of Space.” 

In a series of plenary sessions, workshops, seminars, 
and business meetings, delegates of UAHC temples will 
explore every aspect of spiritual living and the rule of 
the Reform temple in affecting the moral life of con- 
temporary society. 

Evening sessions will be held jointly with the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, the great UAHC 
auxiliary which will be meeting for its Twenty-second 
Biennial Assembly, and the National Association of 
Temple Secretaries, whose Ninth Biennia] Convention 
coincides with the UAHC gathering. 

Official delegates and alternates to the convention 
must be designated by each temple affiliated with the 
Union. In addition, visitors are welcome. Refer to your 
temple office for information about attending the his- 
toric meetings. 

Over 300 people will take part in leading the various 
discussions which dot the convention agenda. The enor- 
mous task of hammering out that agenda and marshal- 
jing the participants is being undertaken by a program 
committee, headed by Louis A. Chase, of Bev erly Hills, 

California, a member of the Union’s National Board of 
Trustees. 

The gracious hospitality for which the Greater Miami 
area is noted will be in abundant evidence throughout 


the convention period. Under the chairmanship of 


Henry E. Wolff, of Miami, all the congregations of the 
area are joined in a huge hospitality committee which 
will keep delegates and visitors entertained and edified 
during all the interstices of the convention period. 

A pre-convention item is a Kallah, or study institute 
for adults, which will occur Saturday, November 14. The 
subject to be dealt with is, “Sources of Faith in Times 
of Crisis.” 

First Day: The first day of the assembly proper, Sun- 
day, Nov ember 15, will begin with a special broadcast 
over the “Message of Israel,” the UAHC’s national radio 
program, heard over the American Broadcasting Net- 
work. Now celebrating its Twenty-fifth Anniversary, the 

“Message” broadcast of that day will feature prominent 
personalities who will discuss the need for spiritual 
values in modern times. 
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Saturday 
November 14, 1959 
All Day Kallah—Adult Study Retreat: 
Source of Faith in Times of Crises 
Board of Trustees Dinner Meeting 


Sunday 
November 15, 1959 
Worship Service 
THE CORE OF THE CONGREGATION — 
WORKSHOPS FOR LARGE AND SMALL 
CONGREGATIONS 
Adult Education Committee 
Finance Committee 
Ritual Committee 
Youth Activities Committee 
Religious School Committee 
Social Action Committee 
House Committee and Temple Facilities 
Brisiness Session 
Including special topic: 
“Winning the World for Prophetic 
Judaism” 
UAHC-NFTS Joint Evening Meeting 
Creative Worship Service 
State of Our Union — Rabbi Maurice N. 
Eisendrath, President, Union of Ameri- 
can Hebrew Congregations 
Reception to Delegates — Sponsored by 
South Florida Council UAHC 


Monday 
November 16, 1959 
Combined Campaign Breakfast 
Worship Service 
Seminars — NEW FRONTIERS WITHIN 
OURSELVES — RETHINKING OUR 
BASIC THEOLOGICAL BELIEFS 
IN THE NEW AGE 
. Do We Need New Concepts of God? 
2. Is Sin Noted, Punished and 
Forgiven? 

3. Why Do the Innocent Sometimes 
Suffer, the Wicked Often Prosper? 
What Is the Purpose of Our Life? 
Are Morals Absolute? 

Are the Jews Still the Chosen 

People? 

Combined Campaign Luncheon 

Business Session 
Including special report: Hebrew Union 
College — Jewish Institute of Religion 

UAHC- NFTS Joint Evening Program 

Workshop Dramatization by NFTY—What 
Youth Demand of the Congr egation They 
Will Inherit 

Response by: A Father, a Mother, a Rabbi 
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Tuesday 
November 17, 1959 
Combined Campaign Regional Breakfast 
Worship Service 
Workshops — NEW FRONTIERS IN 
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
1. What Concepts Shall We Impart to 
Our Children? 
2. What Shall Be the Content of Our 
Youth Education? 
3. What Is the Lifelong Curriculum of 
the Adult Jew? 
4. What Are the Personal Demands 
of Social Justice? 
For What Do We Pray to God? 
How? When? 
6. How Does the Congregation Treat 
Its Staff and Its Members? 
Combined Campaign Luncheon 
Business Session 
Including special topic: Who Is a Reform 
Jew? 
UAHC-NFTS Joint Evening Program 
Creative Worship Service 
Panel: Religion and Our Emerging Society 


un 


Wednesday 
November 18, 1959 
Combined Campaign Regional Breakfast 
Worship Service 
Seminars — NEW FRONTIERS IN THE 
SOCIAL ORDER 


1. Working for World Peace; Morality 


in International Affairs 
2. The State of Israel and the 
American Jew 
8. Science Remakes Our Lives 
4. Interreligious Tensions Among 
American Groups (Protestant, 
Catholic and Jew) 
5. The Achievement of Human 
Equality 
6. Earning Our Livelihood Ethically 
Luncheon — New Board of Trustees 
of the Union 
Concluding Business Session 
UAHC-NFTS Joint Banquet 


Thursday 
November 19, 1959 

Breakfast: Congregational Presidents 
Leadership Seminars 

1. Social Action Leaders 

2. Religious Education Leaders 
Luncheon: Rabbis 
Leadership Seminars (continued ) 
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Sunday morning will be devoted to a series of work- 
shops on practical congregational matters. Under the 
title of “Committees: The Core of the Congregation,” 
discussants will deal with adult education, finance, rit- 
ual, youth activities, religious schools, social action, and 
the use of temple facilities. 

The first business session on Sunday afternoon will 
focus on the theme, “Winning the World for Prophetic 
Judaism.” 

In the evening, Judge Solomon Elsner, Chairman of 
the UAHC Board, will gavel the convention to order for 
the “State of the Union” message of Rabbi Maurice N. 
Eisendrath, the organization’s president. Dr. Eisen- 
drath’s address, always a highlight of the convention, 
will serve as the Assembly keynote message. He is ex- 
pected to challenge the temples of the Union to make 
their teachings more vividly relevant to the resolution 
of the ethical dilemmas of our new and nuclear epoch 
in our society. 

That night a gala reception will be tendered all those 
in attendance by the South Florida Council of the 
UAHC. Scene will be the Fontainebleau Hotel, Conven- 
tion headquarters for the UAHC. (Sisterhood Head- 
quarters: the Eden Roc.) 


NEW FRONTIERS WITHIN OURSELVES: 


Beginning on Monday, the theme of “New Frontiers” 
will be scrutinized in three areas — within ourselves, 
within our temples, and within the universe. Seminars, 
led by outstanding philosophers and theologians of our 
movement, will take place on Monday morning. Under 
the rubric of “Rethinking Basic Beliefs,” these questions 
are listed for study: Do we need new concepts of God? 
Is sin noted, punished, and forgiven? Why do the inno- 
cent sometimes suffer and the wicked often prosper? 
What is the purpose of life? Are morals absolute? Are 
the Jews still the chosen people? 

Monday's business session will include a report by 
spokesmen of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Insti- 
tute of Religion, founded by the Union some eighty-four 
years ago. 

In the evening a special program will include a dram- 
atization by members of the National Federation of 
Temple Youth, and a panel discussion on “What Youth 
Demands of the Congregation They Will Inherit.” The 
questions asked by young people will be replied to by 
a rabbi, a father, and a mother. 








Within the Congregations: Tuesday's workshops will 
explore “New Frontiers in Congregational Life,” with 
special attention to these queries — What concepts shall 
we impart to our children? What shall be the content of 
our youth education? What is the lifelong curriculum of 
the adult Jew? What are the personal demands of social 
justice? Why, how and when do we pray? How should 
a congregation treat its staff and members? 

“Who Is a Reform Jew?” is the puzzler which will 
engage the attention of the delegates during that day’s 
afternoon plenary. 

The evening joint session will take up the crucial 
problem of “Religion and Our Emerging Society.” 

You and the Universe: The place of spiritual values in 
the world at large is the theme of six Wednesday semi- 
nars, which will be guided by a galaxy of Christian and 
Jewish thinkers. Seminar themes are: Working for 
World Peace, The State of Israel and the American Jew, 
Science Remakes Our Lives, Interreligious Tensions, 
The Achievement of Human Equality, and Earning Our 
Livelihood Ethically. 

A banquet on Wednesday night will constitute a glit- 
tering mobilization of American Reform forces and pro- 
vide an opportunity for the delegates and observers to 
honor congregations. 


The Assembly of Delegates is the supreme authority 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. Reso- 
lutions and measures adopted at the convention will 
mold the future of the movement. Hence, each congre- 
gation should be represented and delegates should come 
alerted with regard to issues to be discussed. These are 
being brought to the attention of all temples through 
communications being regularly sent by the Union. 
November 19 will be the occasion for a 
morning breakfast meeting for congregational presidents 
rabbis. Dr. Eisendrath will be at 
both gatherings for “heart-to-heart” discussions. 

Also on Thursday, leadership seminars will be held 
for leaders of temple social action committees and lead- 
ers of religious education committees. Further particu- 
lars about the great convention will be forthcoming in 
temple bulletins and in the next issue of this magazine. 

It has often been said that the Union conventions, 
America’s largest religious convocations, make an in- 
comparable impact on all who attend. The mere perusal 
of the outline of the program of November’s convention 
reinforces that conviction. Temple members will benefit 
immeasurably from the spiritual lift and intellectual 
stimulation, as well as the rich fellowship, which the 
gathering will unquestionably provide. 
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OLD GOLD STRAIGHTS, with- 
out a filter, give you straight 
smoking pleasure with tars and 
nicotine reduced 25% compared 
to our previous Old Gold blend. 


KENT filters best, for the flavor 
you like. That’s why, during the 
past year, more smokers changed 
to Kent than to any other ciga- 
rette in America. 


NEWPORT Filter Cigarette com- 
bines the soothing coolness of 
light menthol anda hint of mint that 
refreshes while you smoke. It’s 
a delightfully different cigarette. 


Wherever you are...whatever you buy... 
the name Lorillard on the package tells you 
quickly that the cigarette inside is superior 
in every way. 


In each, you get only premium-quality, 
natural leaf tobaccos. And from pre-testing 
the leaves in the field to blending and testing 


the final product, Lorillard leads in research 
to reduce tar and nicotine in fine tasting 
cigarettes. 


Add to this Lorillard’s 199 years of experi- 
ence and you know why America’s first 
Tobacco Company is first in creating top 
tobacco products for you. 
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Sisterhood Sopics 


OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 


OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 


838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 21, NEW YORK 





NFTS Biennial 
November 14-19, 1959 


in Miami Beach, Fla. 


= TWENTY-SECOND BIENNIAL assembly of NFTS, held 
concurrently with the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations, will open Saturday, November 14, 1959, 
with an all-day Adult Study Retreat sponsored by the 
Union. Participants will spend the day reading and dis- 
cussing selected classic Jewish texts dealing with the 
general theme: Sources of Faith in Times of Crises. 
While the morning, afternoon, and evening sessions will 
be independently meaningful, those who can attend the 
entire day will have the benefit of a survey of Jewish 
religious development and its meaning in our own 
confused day. 

The theme of the NFTS Convention is: NEw Fron- 
TIERS THROUGH SISTERHOOD. The Convention will open 
with a business session on Sunday morning at which 
time committees will be appointed, YES Fund and 
Uniongram awards will be presented, and Mrs. Henry 
Monsky will give her president's message. 

In the afternoon an inspirational address by Dr. Jacob 
Rudin will be followed by three idea seminars on: 
1. The Idea of God—How Do Women Teach the Idea 
of God to Their Children in Their Homes? 2. Spiritual- 
izing the Sabbath; and 3. The Meaning of Reform as 
Reflected in the Union Prayerbook and What It Can 
Mean in Our Lives. 

In the evening NFTS will join with the Union in lis- 
tening to the “State of the Union” message of President 
Maurice N. Eisendrath. At the conclusion of Dr. Eisen- 
drath’s address, a reception for the delegates will take 
place. 

Monday morning the business sessions will continue, 
followed by an address on Changing Concepts in Pro- 
gram Patterns. That afternoon there will be three work- 
shops, each divided into two groups—one for small, and 
one for medium and large Sisterhoods. The subjects of 
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the workshops will be: 1. New Frontiers in Program- 
ming; 2. New Frontiers in Sisterhood Orientation; 3. 
New Frontiers in Family Education. The evening meet- 
ing, again held jointly with the Union, will be devoted 
to Youth. 

The Tuesday morning business session will be fol- 
lowed by a panel discussion on New Frontiers through 
Service—including 1. The World Union for Progressive 
Judaism; 2. Youth; 3. Education. 

In the afternoon there will be workshops implement- 
ing the morning presentations and emphasizing tech- 
niques on 1. New Frontiers in Fund-Raising; 2. New 
Frontiers in Youth Activities; and 3. New Frontiers in 
Social Action. These workshops will again be divided 
into two groups—one for small, the other for medium 
and large Sisterhoods. Later in the afternoon the Mid- 
Convention meeting of the Board of Directors will take 
place, including an orientation session for new members. 
In the evening NFTS will join with the Union in listen- 
ing to a panel on Religion and Our Emerging Society. 

Wednesday morning sessions will consist of Round 
Tables for District Presidents, for Local Presidents of 
Small Sisterhoods and for Local Presidents of medium 
and large Sisterhoods, and a Conference Period with 
NFTS Department and Committee Chairmen. This ses- 
sion will be followed by a Board Alumnae Luncheon. 
The final plenary session in the afternoon will hear a 
report of the Committee on Resolutions and there will 
be installation of officers. 

Later in the afternoon there will be a reception for 
the new Board of Directors and a Post-Convention Di- 
rectors Meeting. The joint banquet will take place 
Wednesday evening. 

On Thursday there will be three Post-Convention 
Leadership Training Institutes—on 1. Elementary Lead- 
ership; 2. Advanced Leadership; 3. A Program Script 
Writing Workshop. 

On Thursday also, the Union is holding two Institutes, 
one on Social Action and the other on Religious Educa- 
tion. Sisterhood Delegates are invited to participate 
either all day or in the afternoon. 


SISTERHOOD TOPICS i 


NFTS Leader 
Honored 


A SPECIAL SABBATH service honoring 
Mrs. ALBERT SHULMAN of South Bend, 
Ind., NFTS leader, for her outstanding 
services in the community, was held in 
Temple Beth-El, of which her husband 
is rabbi. Active in many Jewish and com- 
munal organizations, Mrs. Shulman was 
once named “Woman 
of the Year,” a special 
award presented an- 
nually by the Sister- 


“ ° 
‘ . 
ow gy hood of Temple Beth- 
» a El. Among the many 
cm us messages receiv ed 
from leaders in the community was a 
personal tribute from the Catholic bish- 
op of the area, who sent eight women 
to the service as representatives of the 
Catholic faith. The entire community, 
both Jewish and Christian, turned out 
to honor Mrs. Shulman. Mrs. Perry 
Segal, Chicago, IIl., a member of the 
Board of Directors of NFTS, was the 
speaker of the evening. Mrs. Shulman 
was awarded a solid gold, engraved 
charm and a recording of the service 
from the Sisterhood. 





WITH OUR DISTRICTS 


_— DISTRICT FEDERATIONS have 
elected new presidents at District Con- 
ventions held during the last few months. 
District #7, The West Virginia Federa- 
tion of Temple Sisterhoods, elected as 
its new president, Mrs. Charles Stein of 
Wheeling, W. Va. At a Convention held 
in Flint, Mich., Mrs. Sanford Klein of 
Detroit was elected president of District 
#11, the Michigan Federation of Tem- 
ple Sisterhoods. The new president of 
District #18, The Midwest Federation, 
is Mrs. Irving Roseman of Chicago, II]. 


= 2 © 


From the response to a questionnaire on 
Family Education sent out to the Sister- 
hoods in the Texas-Oklahoma Federa- 
tion, it was found that the discussion 
group is the most popular form of fam- 
ily education, and that the study of the 
Bible leads the list of subject matter in 
popularity. Congreg ational and religious 
school parties in observance of Jewish 
holidays, Community Seders held at the 
temple, orientation evening for new 
members, and the explanation of sym- 
bols and practices of Reform Judaism 
are also methods used by various Sister- 
hoods to further Family Education. 
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Miss Evans Honored on Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary with NFTS 





MISS JANE EVANS with the scroll including over 3,500 names of friends from all over the world 
who sent Uniongrams on her 25th Anniversary with NFTS. Left to right: Mrs. Morton Goldstein, 


chairman of NFTS Committee on Uniongrams, 


who made the presentation at a luncheon during 


the Annual Meeting of the NFTS Board of Directors in New York, Miss Evans, Mrs. Henry Monsky, 
president of NFTS, and Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, president of UAHC. 


U PON THE OCCASION of her 25th anni- 
versary as Executive Director of NFTS, 
Miss Jane Evans has received a number 
of honors, At the recent annual meeting 
of the Board of Directors of NFTS, held 
in the Union Berg Memorial-House of 
Living Judaism in New York, Miss Evans 
was presented with a miniature Torah- 
like Scroll with silver breastplate. The 
scroll includes a compilation of the 
names of more than 3,500 men and 
women who sent Uniongram messages 
of congratulation from all parts of the 
world. Mrs. Morton Goldstein of Balti- 
more, Md., board member and chairman 
of the Committee on Uniongrams, made 
the presentation to Miss Evans. 

Earlier in the year, at the 1959 Con- 
vention of the Federation of Jewish 
Women’s Organizations of New York 
City, Miss Evans received a citation as 
a Woman of Achievement in recogni- 
tion of her “outstanding services in 
local, national and international affairs.” 

Still another honor which came to 
Miss Evans recently, was a citation for 
Distinguished Service awarded to her by 
the Jewish Braille Institute of America, 
of which NFTS is the patron body, in 
recognition of “her inspiring and_ in- 


spired leadership and service to the 
cause of the Jewish Blind, in helping 
to keep open for them the once closed 
door to the cultural and spiritual heri- 
tage of Klal Yisroel, the Community of 
Israel.” 
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United Church Women and Temple Sisterhood of 
Charleston, W. Va., Give Campership to NFTY Camp 


in Honor of NFTS Speaker 


O ver three hundred fifty Christian 
and Jewish women, White and Negro, 
broke bread together at the Tenth An- 
nual Interfaith Luncheon recently held 
in the Baptist Temple in Charleston, 
W. Va., and listened to the message of 
Mrs. Herbert Hauptman of Chicago, 
NFTS leader. The meeting was planned 
by a bi-racial group consisting of rep- 
resentatives of the Virginia Street Tem- 
ple and the Protestant churches in the 
city. A number of the ministers and the 
rabbi were present. 

Mrs. Hauptman chose as her text: 

. and thou shalt teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children . . .” in keep- 
ing with the theme of the day which 
was: “Accent on Youth.” 

In appreciation of Mrs. Hauptman, 
the co-sponsoring groups, the United 
Church Women of Charleston and the 
Virginia St. Temple Sisterhood have 
given a campership to the regional 
NFTY Camp for a worthy youth of the 
community. 


Sightless Youth 
Becomes Bar Mitzvah 


Pinions to the Jewish Braille Institute, 
of which NFTS is the patron body, a 
unique Bar Mitzvah took place in Tem- 
ple Beth Sholom of Santa Monica, Cali- 
fornia. Young Mark Haber, born without 
sight, studied Hebrew in Braille in prep- 





RABBI LAWRENCE BLOCK and Mark Haber 
in the pulpit of Temple Beth Sholom, Santa 
Monica, Celif., where Mark, sightless from 
birth, was Bar Mitzvah. 
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YOUTH AND COMMUNITY LIFE were dis- 
cussed by Mrs. Herbert Hauptman of Chi- 
cago, Ill., NFTS Speaker, at the Interfaith 
luncheon sponsorcd by the United Church 
Women of Charleston, W. Va., and the Vir- 
ginia Street Temple Sisterhood. Co-chair- 
men of the Interfaith project were Mrs. 
Kyle Haselden (left) representing the 
Church Women, and Mrs. Charles Cohen 
(right) of the Temple Sisterhood. Mrs. 
Hauptman is in the center. 


aration for his Bar Mitzvah. Part of his 
preparation included attendance at the 
Bar Mitzvahs of his friends which helped 
him become thoroughly familiar with 
the service. His own Bar Mitzvah, how- 
ever, would not have been possible were 
it not for the Jewish Braille Institute and 
the devoted women who brailled his 
maftir and haftorah. “A new life has 
opened up to me,” Mark told the con- 
gregation in his Bar Mitzvah speech. 

Mark is one of fifty-six blind boys who 
have, to date, been brought to Bar Mitz- 

vah. There has also been four Bas 
Mitzvos. Whenever possible, these boys 
and girls are integrated into their own 
religious schools and prepared for Bar 
Mitzvah by their own rabbi or teachers, 
with the help of the brailled material 
made available to them by the Jewish 
Braille Institute. A few receive their in- 
struction through correspondence courses 
offered by the JBI. Some are taught in- 
div idually. In Brooklyn a blind child of 
a mixed marriage is being prepared for 
Bar Mitzvah by a Protestant Episcopal 
minister. 

The new home of the Jewish Braille 
Institute at 48 E. 74 St., New York City, 
was formally dedicated a few months 
ago. Dr. Jacob Freid is executive direc- 
tor and Mrs. Louis J. Bieber of New 
York City is president of the Institute. 


Open House 
Celebration 


me success of the Open House Cele- 
bration in Columbus, Ga., in honor of 
Temple Israel’s new building, was due, 
in no small measure, to the efforts of the 
Jewish Ladies Aid Society of Temple 
Israel. Two receptions for which the 
JLAS was responsible were held, the 
first, on Friday night for the entire Jew- 
ish community followi ing the dedication 
service, at which 400 were served; the 
second, on Sunday afternoon for the en- 
tire Columbus community at which over 
2000 were served. 

During the tea hour, there were con- 
ducted tours through the building. In 
the Library, a JLAS project, members of 
the Matilda D. Rothschild Blind Fund 
of the JLAS explained the activities of 
the Braille group to the interested pub- 
lic. 

As a result of the Open House talks 
on Braille, the Blind Fund chairman, the 
treasurer and the president, Mrs. Gerald 
Kent, were invited to talk to the St. Luke 


’ Methodist Summer Bible School on the 


activities of the Blind Fund and the 
Braille Class. The Bible School gener- 
ously donated their collection of the 
week to the Fund. 
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GUESTS AT THE Open House Celebration of 
Temple Israel’s new building in Columbus, 
Ga., being shown the Sanctuary. 
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Here and There in the Sisterhood World 


E MANUEL SISTERHOOD of Dothan, Alla., 
gives an Annual Rosh Ha-shono Lunch- 
eon in the Temple Social Hall after the 
Services which is attended by all pres- 
ent. Attendance has run as high as 250 
persons. They also sponsor and serve a 
Break-the-Fast supper after the Yom 
Kippur Services. 


* * * 


THE BECKLEY, W.VA., Sisterhood offers 
therapy in the form of weekly visits to 
patients in Veterans Hospital. This is 
part of the Serv-a program of the 
Women’s Organizations Division of the 
National Jewish Welfare Board, of 
which NFTS is a part. The Sisterhood 
women conduct musical groups and 
bingo games for which they give prizes. 
Individual members give birthday gifts 
to long-term and geriatric patients. As 
part of the program of each monthly 
meeting, A Newscast, the script for 
which is written by the Sisterhood wom- 
en, is presented to the Beth El Sister- 
hood of Daytona Beach, Fla. A week 
before the meeting the script writers 
meet to discuss items of interest to bring 
to the attention of the members: na- 
tional and _ international news, local 
news, and Sisterhood and UAHC topics 
of interest. 

On the day before the meeting there 
is a half-hour rehearsal with the an- 
nouncer so that the reading will go off 
smoothly. Props are three simulated tele- 
vision sets made of large cardboard car- 
tons with the fronts saved and dials 
painted on, draped across the bottom 
and sides to cover the stands. The an- 
nouncer sits at a table to the side with a 
microphone. This monthly broadcast has 
been received with great interest by the 
members of the Sisterhood. 


MEMBERS OF THE Beth El Sisterhood of 
San Antonio, Tex., invited foreign lan- 
guage students stationed at Lackland 
Air Force Base to dinner and then took 
them to the Sabbath services. This “Peo- 
ple to People” evening was an excellent 
means of showing the foreign students 
an American Jewish home, as well 
being a stimulating experience for the 
hosts. 


THE GARDEN CLUB of Touro Synagogue 
Sisterhood of New Orleans, La., has won 
prizes in various flower shows since it 
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was organized in 1951. It is responsible 
for planning the flower displays for the 
High Holy Days, and for various Sister- 
hood and Congregational functions. At 
the Sisterhood’s March Meeting every 
year, this club presents a program and 
The club is affiliated with 
Federation of Garden 


flower show. 
the Louisiana 
Clubs. 


ATTENDANCE at Sisterhood meetings is 
almost one hundred per cent throughout 
the year. A luncheon is served before 
the meeting. The entire membership is 
divided into committees of five or six 
women who act as hostesses each month 
and are responsible for the preparation, 
planning and serving of the luncheon. 
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THE RELIGION AND FAMILY EDUCATION 
croup of Temple Beth El Sisterhood, 
Great Neck, N.Y., has been discussing 
the culture and customs of the Eastern 
European Jew before his emigration to 
America, and seeking to discover how 
this culture has affected our own. 


A DANCING PROJECT which is not only 
profitable, but a great social success as 
well, is sponsored by the Sisterhood of 
the Washington Hebrew Congregation, 
Washington, D.C. Last year, there were 
classes in square dancing, sixth-grade 
social dancing, seventh- and eighth-grade 
dancing, and adult ballroom dancing. 
The ballroom dancing classes showed a 
net profit of over $1,000 and the square 
dancing, a profit of $925 for the season. 
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\ PROGRAM DEVOTED to mental health 
was recently given by the Fairmount 
Temple Sisterhood, Cleveland, Ohio. Dr. 
Ralph D. Rabinovitch discussed the sub- 
ject “Happy Children — A Challenge to 
Parents and the Community.” After the 
lecture the meeting was divided into 
small discussion groups conducted by 
qualified leaders. 
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THE GOLDEN AGE CLUB of Congregation 
Rodeph Sholom, New York City, has 
publishe d its first periodical. Appearing 
in mimeographed form, it contains short 
articles and poems, written for the most 
part by members of the group. 


THE ARMED FORCES COMMITTEE of the 
Sisterhood of North Shore Congregation 
Israel, Glencoe, Ill., recently provided a 
luncheon and a program for the Jewish 
patients at Downey Veterans Hospital. 
Arriving at the hospital in the morning, 
the committee members participated in 
a Sabbath Service after which they 
lunched with the patients. After lunch 
a movie was shown. 
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THE SISTERHOOD of Brith Kodesh, Ro- 
chester, N.Y., has formed a Pictorial 
Review Committee which is collecting 
pictures, old newspaper clippings, and 
programs relating to the history of the 
temple. 


THE SISTERHOOD of Congregation B/nai 
Jehudah, Kansas City, Mo., participated, 
together with the Men’s Club, in their 
Annual Turn-About-Night. A full course 
deluxe dinner was prepared and served 
by the Temple Brotherhood and was fol- 
lowed by an extravaganza in Western 
style produce -d and staged by the Tem- 
ple Sisterhood. 





see you at 





hotel, cabana & yacht club 








HEADQUARTERS... 


NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 
CONVENTION 


November 14-19, 1959 


OCEANFRONT, 45th to 47th Sts. 
Miami Beach, Florida 


HARRY MUFSON, Pres. JEAN S. SUITS, M’n’g. Dir. 
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Sisterhood of Fiftieth State r 
Receives Citation 


T empce EMANU-EL Sisterhood of 
Hawaii recently received a coveted 
honor — the World Brotherhood Award, 
which was presented to the president, 
Mrs. Vera Eber, at the annual banquet 
of the Hawaii Chapter of World Broth- 
erhood. The citation commended the 
Sisterhood for its unusual accomplish- 
ment in the improvement of intergroup 
relations at home and abroad, “for its 
heartwarming service in many areas to 
increase human understanding and re- 
ligious tolerance in a world sorely need- 
ing such efforts.” NFTS is proud of its 
Sisterhood in the 50th State of the 
Union. 





New BopirorMe Upholstered Pewing 


NEW . . . and its comfort exceeds that of any other pew! 
Upholstered Continuous Pewing 
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American Seating’s new BoptrorM 
Upholstered Continuous Pewing an- 
swers a long-felt need. Here, at last, 
is pewing that incorporates beauty and 
dignity with genuine comfort. 

This new pewing is of all-steel, 
welded-channel construction, and is 
built to give a lifetime of comfort that 
encourages attention. It has full-depth 
spring-arch seat and back, padded and 


covered with your choice of nylon 
upholstery materials in a wide range of 
colors. Seat has an extra layer of foam 
rubber. 

Hard to damage, easy to clean, you 
can reupholster this pewing without 
using tacks. Aids acoustics in the 
synagogue, too. 

For complete details, ask your Ameri- 
can Seating representative, or write us. 
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MRS. VERA EBER, president of Temple 
Emanu-El Sisterhood of Honolulu Receiving 
the Award for Distinguished Service in 
Promoting Better Intergroup Relations from 
Mr. A. S. Reile, Chairman, Hawaii Chapter 
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New Filmstrip 


SOME PLACE LIKE HOME, a new 
35mm filmstrip in original art work, 
produced by NFTS in cooperation 
with the Women’s Organizations Di- 
vision of the National Welfare Board, 
is now available to Sisterhoods. It 
consists of 40 slides and tells the 
story of Serv-a-Camp, Serv-a-Hospi- 
tal, Serv-a-Chaplain and Veterans Ad- 
ministration Voluntary Services per- 
formed by members of NFTS and the 
Women’s Organizational Division. 
(Running time approximately 15 
minutes.) The filmstrip together with 
the accompanying dramatic recorded 
narration is for sale only, at $12.50. 





GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 


WORLD’S LEADER IN PUBLIC SEATING 


Bodiform Upholstered Pews « Bodiform 
Traditional Pews e Bodiform Contem- 
porary Pews + Bodi-Ease Pews « Uphol- 
stered Chairs e« Folding Chairs and 
Tables « Chancel Furniture « School 
Furniture 
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A Story of 


by IRVING S. SCHNEIDER 
Two Decades 





for us? Every sign indicates that ten 
Tue ARRIVAL of the new year 5720 years from now the Reform movement 
marks the end of one of the most signifi- will be nearly twice as large as it is 
cant decades in the history of the Re- today, a religious force of some 1,000 
form movement. These have been the Irvine S. SCHNEIDER is the Executive congregations numbering more than a 
years, in the Gregorian calendar of mid- Vice-Chairman of the Combined Cam- million and a half men, women, and 


century, the years of the 1950’s. What paign for American Reform Judaism, children. 


has the Reform movement done in these financial mainstay of the UAHC and the But, nothing is automatic. If we are 
years, and what have the years done to HUC-JIR. He has just been elected to go on grow ing, by bringing God’s 
Reform Judaism? President of Suburban Temple of Wan- Word to more tens of thousands of fam- 

From my vantage point in the Com-  tagh, Long Island, helped to found it, _ ilies and by deepening the faith we al- 


bined Campaign, I have seen the Re- and was its first President for two suc- ready hold, each of us must continue to 

form movement come abreast of the cessive terms. He has also just been be moved by the idea that has brought 

other movements in Judaism, in point named executive head of the Develop- _ us so far already. 

of size and strength. ment Fund for American Judaism, which In 5720 (1959-60). the Combined 
I have seen the Reform movement will seek a special capital fund for the Campaign will be seeking a total of 

become a more cohesive and powerful upbuilding of the UAHC and the HUC- $3,558,536 to make possible the main- 








religious force, a development drama- JIR. tenance and the ever-widening programs 
tized by the merger of the Hebrew Un- _ - of the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
ion College and the Jewish Institute of gregations and the Hebrew Union Col- 
Religion. national bodies, has more than doubled _ lege-Jewish Institute of Religion. 

I have been a witness also to what since the year 5709, or 1948-49. We Our leadership team will be headed, 


others are not yet prepared to concede: brought together in that year a total of | for the fourth successive year, by A. B. 
that the many tens of thousands who $650,000. The figures for 5719 (1958-  Polinsky of San Diego as General Chair- 
have come into our tabernacle have 59) show a total of $2,200,000, or a man; Marv in J. Silberman of New York, 





done so primarily in search of God. threefold increase! serving also for the fourth year as Asso- 
By all that I know of the past and by Altogether in these past ten years, ciate General Chairman; and Julian B. 

all that I have experienced, I would say —— Jewry has given the Combined Venezky of Peoria, IIl., serving a first 

that the past ten years constitute the Campaign nearly $16,000,000. Think of term as National Chairman of Special 

most dynamic and exciting decade yet _ it: nearly $16,000,000 for the spread of Gifts. 

in the lengthening history of Re form our light. Yes, in their use of these funds, Starting now, let’s make the decade 

Judaism. the UAHC and the HUC-JIR have not — of the 1960’s even greater than the dec- 


An insight into this greatness can be only spread the light of God but, in so ade we leave behind. Let us, indeed, 
gleaned in part from the fund-raising doing, have given the Reform move- sing a new song unto the Lord. 
rece’ that the Reform Jewish commu- ment a magnificent return on every 
nity has written in the pages of the dollar. For example: 
Combined Campaign. And let me em- *Ten years ago, the total of Reform 
phasize that this campaign is a fund- synagogues numbered some 450. Today, 
raising effort with a difference, not for the Union of American Hebrew Congre- 
relief, not for welfare, not for refugees, gations constitutes a federation of 575 
but for what is fundamentally intan- synagogues, each new temple the fruit 
gible: a religious faith. That so many of its New Congregations program. 
hav e contributed so much to this effort *In the ten years that have passed, Delicately shaped like a flicker- 
can only mean that they were moved — the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Insti- ing flame. Perfect for 110 volt 
by what is a rarity in these times: an _ tute of Religion ordained close to 300 electric candlesticks. 








CANDLE 
FLAME 
LAMPS 


add new charm! 














idea! It is this, even more than the size rabbis, exceeding by far the number of Available clear or in tints . . . 
of the fund-raising amounts, that speaks _ spiritual leaders put into the mainstream a St 
its own tribute. of Jewish life by any other rabbinical Special longlife filament. 

The Reform Jewish community’s phil- school. WRITE today for literature and 
oats support of the Combined These are only some of the achieve- prices. 








Campaign, with proceeds going to the ments, and I cite them as the most dra- NORTH AMERICAN 
Union of American Hebrew Congrega- matic examples. ps my aD 
tions and the Hebrew Union College- Today we stand on the threshold of a 


| 1580 North 13th St. St. Louis 6, Missouri 
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Jewish Institute of Religion, our central new decade. What does it hold in store 
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BASIC BOOK LIST 


For Understanding Judaism 


A BASIC BOOK LIsT for Understanding 
Judaism has been prepared by NFTB as 
part of its adult education program. 

A dozen books, 15 including the four 
prayer volumes, are listed on the right 
and photographed below. They were 
selected with the cooperation of Rabbi 
Eugene B. Borowitz, UAHC director of 
education, and the Jewish Chautauqua 
Society Book Committee, chairmanned 
by Rabbi I. Edward Kiev, librarian of 
the HUC-JIR in New York, and com- 
prising outstanding Jewish — scholars. 
They cover nine subject categories, with 
emphasis on Reform Judaism. 

Placing these books in Reform Jewish 
homes for reading and study undoubt- 
edly will result in better understanding 
of the basic concepts of the Jewish faith. 
With the help of the brotherhoods it is 
hoped to get them into many homes. 

A Reader's Guide suggesting an order 
of reading, a digest of the contents of 
the books on the Basic List and other 
aids for personal study of these volumes 
has been prepared. It also contains a 
supplementary bibliography for those 
who desire to pursue more advanced 
study in the various subject categories. 

Study outlines for all of the books on 
the Basic List have been prepared by 


rabbis. These can be helpful in courses, 
discussion meetings and informal home 
study groups. 

The living brotherhood today is a 
brotherhood of study. Why should lay- 
men study Judaism? Because more 
knowledge of the eternal truths of their 
Jewish heritage will give them deeper 
insight into life’s meanings and prob- 
lems, greater peace of mind, and a more 
mature personality and spirit. 

NFTB is continuing to stress brother- 
hood programs of Jewish content this 
year, to help make its members better 
Jews and better men through study of 
Judaism. All brotherhood presidents 
have been urged to appoint responsible 
adult education chairmen, a key factor 
in the success of the program. On re- 
ceipt of their names and addresses, 
NFTB will send them its Adult Educa- 
tion Kit, containing numerous sugges- 
tions for interesting discussion meetings 
and study outlines for courses. 

Discount prices may be obtained by 
brotherhoods ordering the books in 
quantity for use in study courses and 
discussion groups, with the exception of 
the four prayer volumes, on which there 
are no discounts. Since most of the 

(Continued on page 36) 








BIBLE 
The Bible — Masoretic Text — JPS 
Preface to Scriptures — FREEHOF — 
UAHC 
PRAYER 
Union Prayer Book, Vols. I & I, 
Home Edition, and Haggadah — 
CCAR 
JEWISH BELIEF 
Basic Judaism — STEINBERG — 
Harcourt-Brace 
CUSTOMS & CEREMONIES 
Lifetime of a Jew — ScHauss — 
UAHC 
The Jewish Festivals — ScHauss — 
UAHC 
REFORM JUDAISM 
Reform Judaism in the Making — 
SCHWARTZMAN — UAHC 
JEWISH HISTORY 
The Story of Judaism — BAMBERGER 
— UAHC 
A History of the Jews — SacHar — 
Knopf 








JEWISH ETHICS 
Justice & Judaism — LipMAN & 
Vorspan — UAHC 
INFORMATION MANUAL 
What Everyone Should Know About 
Judaism — ApPpLEBAUM (100 Ques- 
tions & Answers about Basic Juda- 
ism) — Philosophical Press 





ANTHOLOGY 
Our Jewish Heritage —Garr & WOLF 


— Holt 
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Next Steps in Brotherhood 
Adult Education Program 


by RABBI SAMUEL GLASNER, Ed.D. 


EC Dice OF THE basic principles of Juda- 
ism is the importance of learning. “Lo 
Am Haaretz Chasid,” the Rabbis taught. 
(“An ignorant person cannot be truly 
pious.”) For us who have been brought 
up in a predominantly Christian envi- 
ronment, in which the major religious 
emphasis is upon faith, this teaching 
comes as rather a shock. And yet, over 
and over again in Jewish tradition, we 
find concepts like this one, or like: “Tal- 
mud Torah K’neged Kulom.” (“The 
study of Torah is the most important of 
all religious obligations.” ) 

Furthermore, in Judaism “Talmud 
Torah” refers essentially to adult edu- 
cation, not to the education of children. 
In American Jewish life today, we find 
a false emphasis, one which has been 
borrowed primarily from our Protestant 
neighbors, upon religious education for 
young children. Many Jewish parents 
today are joining congregations prima- 
rily so that they may send their children 
to the religious schools. But this is an 
un-Jewish attitude. Jewish education is 
not for our children, but for us, our- 
selves. A very lovely Christian young 
lady, whom I have been preparing for 
conversion, never ceases to be amazed 
when I tell her that I, as a rabbi, am 
yet far from knowing everything im- 
portant that there is to be known about 
Judaism. I point out to her that, accord- 
ing to Jewish tradition, the rabbi is a 
professional student. But for that mat- 
ter, so should every Jewish layman be 
a life-long student. 

Actually, there are many elements in 
a sound Jewish education which cannot 
be taught to children at all, but must 
wait fox greater maturity. Even the 
Bible, for instance, is really not suitable 
for children, neither from a literary nor 
from an ethical and religious standpoint. 
Although we teach Bible stories to the 
children in our Sunday schools in the 
lower grades, this is only because envi- 





Rabbi Glasner is Director of One-Day 
Religious Schools and Teacher-Training 
in the Baltimore Board of Jewish Educa- 
tion. This article is excerpted from his 
address at the Spring meeting of the 
NFTB Board. 


~ ROSH HA-SHANAH, 1959 


ronmental pressures make it necessary. 
These stories are part of our general 
cultural heritage, of course. But essen- 
tially, it takes a mature kind of experi- 
ence to appreciate and understand what 
the Bible is saying. 

Some years ago, a British clergyman 
published a very interesting little book 
entitled “Your God Is Too Small.” In 
that book he took up a great many dif- 
ferent ideas which people commonly 
hold about God, and pointed out how 
immature almost all of these are. Most 
of us have been contenting ourselves 
with a childish religion, even though we 
may have de veloped ourselves to a high 
intellectual level in other areas. Mature 
people need a mature religion. 

That is why I am happy to find that 
the National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods has now adopted Adult 
Jewish Education as its major emphasis. 
The NFTB Adult Education Kit® repre- 
sents a very real contribution. It is un- 
doubtedly the best such aid that has 
been published to date. However, it will 
not have been worth the paper ‘that it 
was mimeographed on if the brother- 
hoods don’t actually use it. The task 
which lies before your men is to see that 
your respective brotherhoods do make 
active use of it. They will find a variety 


*Copies available from NFTB for $2. 


of programs and a great many different 
ways in which it can be helpful. 

And now, where do we go from here? 
How can we move further along this 
very important path which you have set 
for yourselves? I should like to discuss 
this from the standpoint of three impor- 
tant pedagogic principles: ve Motiva- 
tion; (2) Self-Activity; and (3) Adjust- 
ing a Individual Differences. 

First of all, what is it that makes peo- 
ple learn? Psychologists have taught us 
that no learning ever takes place with- 
out motivation. And the best kind of 
motivation is to appeal to people’s nat- 
ural interests. Thus, if your new adult 
education program does not address it- 
self to the lives and deepest interests of 
the men in your brotherhoods, then it 
will not be effective. Your program must 
be life-centered and people-centered. It 
must deal with real people and with 
their real problems. 

When I was working on the organi- 
zation of a new congregation, one of the 
most active members came up to me 
and said: “Rabbi, I've been coming to 
these services for some time now. But 
somehow I don’t really enjoy them. 
What is it that I’m missing?” It turned 
out, as we discussed it, that there were 
several other members of the congrega- 
tion who felt much as he did. We there- 
fore organized a Prayer Study Group. 
We started out with the Union Prayer- 
book and talked about the various in- 
dividual prayers. They talked about how 
the services might be changed to be 
more meaningful to them. They even 
wrote some original prayers. As a result, 
they came to appreciz ite and understand 
the existing services much better, and 
they also developed a number of new 

(Continued on page 37) 











Find the 

strength 

for your 
life... 


worship together this week 
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1959 RIAL THEME—This scene, illustrating the 11th annual Religion in American Life 
program, heralds this Fall’s campaign to urge people to attend regularly the church or 
synagogue of their choice. The.RIAL program is supported by 24 religious bodies, includ- 
ing the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. NFTB’s revised Temple Attendance Kit 
ties in with the RIAL advertising, and is designed to help temples increase attendance at 


worship services. 





PROFILES 


about men who have 
rendered outstanding 
service to brotherhood 


A PROFILE OF LEO WERTGAME, imme- 
diate past president of the } National Fed- 
eration of Temple Brotherhoods, is a 
Horatio Alger story of success in busi- 
ness. It also is a story of dedicated serv- 
ice to Reform Judaism. 

He was born in Kansas City in 1904. 
A year later, his father died. At the age 
of 16, Leo was helping to support his 
family by selling newspapers and as a 
Western Union messenger boy. 

He had to end his formal education in 
high school, and went to work for the 
Graham Paper Company. In ten years 
there, he advanced from the order desk 
to salesman. For the next decade, he 
was sales manager of another paper 
company, Bermingham & Prosser. 

In 1944, on borrowed money, he 
started his own business, the Wertgame 
Paper Company, specializing in printing 
and industrial and packaging papers. 
The firm had consistent growth, and 
now has 50 employees. In addition to a 
modern headquarters of 65,000 square 
feet in Kansas City, it has a branch 
warehouse in Springfield, Mo. Today 
Mr. Wertgame is on the advisory com- 
mittees of several major paper mills. 

Despite a busy career in business, 
which Leo Wertgame began at such an 
early age, he found time to indulge his 
hobbies as an athlete and musician. He 
was a champion boxer in high school. 
He formed an orchestra, and supple- 
mented his income by playing the saxo- 
phone and singing at dances. 

In 1934 he was married to Rosemar- 
ion Art, of Wichita Falls, Texas. The 
Wertgames have a married daughter, 
Mrs. Alvin Arst, living in St. Joseph, 
Mo., and a granddaughter. 

Tragedy that would fell an ordinary 
man struck in 1947. One day, Leo dis- 
covered that his tenor voice could not 
reach notes that it formerly could. This 
resulted in early detection of a cancer 
of the vocal chord at a time when it 
was barely visible. Dr. Hayes Martin 
performed a_ successful operation at 
New York Memorial Hospital, removing 
one vocal chord. People who thought 
Leo Wertgame was hoarse when he 
spoke in public were unaware of his 
battle to talk again after his operation. 

Temple B’nai Jehudah, where he has 
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been a member for 25 years, gave Leo 
Wertgame his background and interest 
in Reform Judaism. By service to the 
congregation he rose to become its pres- 
ident from 1951-56, a period during 
which a magnificent new $1,250,000 
temple building was constructed. 

His interest in the brotherhood was 
developed through its Jewish Chautau- 
qua Society project. He became JCS 
chairman of his temple brotherhood, a 
consistent quota club, and was elected 
to the JCS National Board. For 15 years 
he served on the boards of the NFTB 
and the JCS. Striving for recognition of 
the importance of ICS, he brought about 
the merger of the two boards at the Dal- 
las convention in 1950. He served as 
chancellor of the JCS from 1951-55 and 
president of NFTB from 1955-57. 

It was typical of his modesty and un- 
assuming personality that during his 
own term he engineered a two-year lim- 
itation for the presidency of the NFTB. 
His forte was committee organization. 
He demonstrated a genius for getting 
more men to work for brotherhood this 
way, and to strengthen the service of the 
NFTB to the UAHC and the temples. 

Today Leo Wertgame still finds time 
to devote to many national and local 
interests outside his business. He is on 
the board of the UAHC. He keeps trim 
by playing tennis and handball. He is 
president of the Tennis Patrons Associa- 
tion and an honorary director of Rock- 
hurst College. He is a life member of 
the JCS. 

With his inner faith strengthened by 
overcoming his own handicaps, he finds 
much to give in a life of service to oth- 
ers, a life of religion in action. 


’ 


NFTB Opens Regional 
Office in Los Angeles 


A West Coast regional office has been 
established by NFTB in the UAHC suite 
in the Jewish Community Building, 590 
N. Vermont Ave., Los Angeles. David 
Lesser Caplan, newly appointed NFTB 
assistant executive director, will be in 
charge of the office, which will service 
temple brotherhoods in the Southern 
California, Western and Rocky Moun- 
tain Regions. An attorney, he is past 
president of Baltimore Hebrew Congre- 
gation Brotherhood. 


BASIC BOOK LIST 

(Continued from page 34) 
books on the Basic List are trade listed, 
brotherhoods may not pass along the 
discounts to individual members. 

Individuals may secure the complete 
set of 15 volumes for $50. As an incen- 
tive to brotherhood stimulation of the 
project, temple men’s clubs may secure 
a $10 discount for every set purchased 
by one of their members. 

The Basic Book List makes an ideal 
gift to members of the family on special 
occasions, such as birthdays, anniversa- 
ries, Bar and Bas Mitzvah, Confirma- 
tion, or in someone’s memory or honor. 
It also provides a splendid community 
relations opportunity to brotherhoods to 
donate the list to their local public libra- 
ries and to congregations of the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism abroad, 
which are in need of these books. 

For a special brotherhood order form 
for books on the Basic List, fill out and 
mail this coupon: 


NFTB 
838 FirTH AVENUE 
NEw York 21, N.Y. 
Please send me special order form 
checked: 


For individual volumes on Basic 
Book List 


For entire Basic Book List 
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ADULT EDUCATION 
(Continued from page 35) 


ideas for worship. That is motivated 
learning. 

The second principle which I have 
referred to is that of self-activity. This 
means that we learn by what we our- 
selves do, not by w hat somebody else 
does for us. One of the defects of much 
that goes by the name of adult educa- 
tion today is that the rabbi or temple- 
educator or lecturer does the studying 
for the group. You learn by self-activity. 
You learn by what you yourself do. 

And finally, we must adjust to indi- 
vidual differences. Not all people have 
the same abilities. Not all people have 
the same interests. And therefore we 
can't appeal to everybody with the same 
program. I'd like to suggest to you that 
you think of education as represented 
by a pyramid. You start out with a very 
broad case. Every brotherhood must 
have activities which possess mass-ap- 
peal. These are your lectures, your re- 
treats, your program meetings, your 
adult institutes. I notice that the Con- 
servative groups have instituted a very 
interesting and worth-while ‘ ‘gimmick” 
which they call the “D’var Torah” (a 
word of Torah). At every meeting, 
somebody is responsible for preparing a 
brief lesson of Torah, perhaps an inter- 
pretation of a sentence:from the Bible 
or from the Talmud or from some other 
great Jewish book. This is a very useful 
device for mass education. But if you 
attempt anything more ambitious, any- 
thing more formal, you will find fewer 
interested people. But to complete your 
pyramid you cannot rest satisfied with 
the base alone. You must provide more 
formal courses for the select few. 

Of course, brotherhoods have long 
had Bible Classes and all sorts of Study 
Groups. And we need more of them. We 
should even have Book-Review Groups 
—not merely to discuss the best-sellers, 
but to take ‘up books of deeper Jewish 
interest. And the ever-popular Break- 
fast Meetings need not be given over to 
merely popular speakers, but may be 
devoted to serious study. In some cities, 
the men have preferred to get together 
for weekly luncheon sessions, at which 
important subjects of Jewish interest are 
discussed. And some congregations have 
held regular adult study courses imme- 
diately after the Friday evening services. 

Then, at the top of the pyramid, 
where you will find only a small, very 
elite segment of your membership, you 
should have an intensive educational 
program. Here you can have small re- 
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treats; for instance, intimate groups 
which meet with the rabbi and spend 
an entire week-end on serious study. Or 
perhaps you may have what would cor- 
respond to the old-time “Chevra Mish- 
naysis, ” where laymen would congre- 
gate in small groups actually to study 
a text. Today there are available fine 
translations of all of the great books of 
Judaism, and the men who are inter- 
ested may study them together. In for- 
mer times, by the way, these groups 
were not usually taught by the rabbi, 
but by laymen. And there is no reason 
why the intelligent and well-informed 
men whom we have in many of our 
brotherhoods could not conduct such 
groups themselves. 

Finally, educational achievement can 
never be measured in terms of num- 
bers. You must judge your accomplish- 
ments on the basis of the degree to 
which you have influenced any single 
individual, to whom you may have 
given a new idea or a new slant on life. 
When you have taught even one person 
one single thing, it is as if you had taught 
the whole world. Therefore, in your 
brotherhood education program, if you 
teach one person one thing during a 
whole year, you will have achieved 
something tremendously important. The 
Prophets talked about a “saving rem- 
nant.” Judaism has never been saved by 
dint of large numbers. Rather has 
been preserved by a small, but deeply 
loyal minority. And today, it is you and 
I who must do it! 
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Rigger and Setter 


in Texas 
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XVIllth NFTB-JCS 
BIENNIAL 
CONVENTION 
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Shamrock-Hilton Hotel 


Houston, Texas 
November 17-20, 1960 











EDEN ROC HOTEL, Miami Beach, Fla., where the NFTB Executive Board will meet November 
11-14, immediately preceding the UAHC and NFTS Biennial Conventions. 








Jewish Chautauqua Society 








Freedoms Foundation Awards 


1958 Honor Medal to JCS 





T HE JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY is the 
1958 recipient of the George Washing- 
ton Honor Medal Award of the Free- 
doms Foundation. 

This outstanding recognition was be- 
stowed on the Society for its “college 
level program to explain Judaism and 
promote better understanding of all re- 
ligions in the American way.” 

The award is a medallion of polished 
bronze, four inches in diameter, on 
which an inspiring design of George 
Washington in prayer is embossed. 

The presentation was made by W. C. 
Sawyer, vice-president of the Freedoms 
Foundation, at the Spring meeting of 
the NFTB-JCS Board in Baltimore. Ac- 
cepting it for the Society, J. Robert Ar- 
kush, NFTB-JCS president, declared: 
“The success of JCS is due to our team, 
including our rabbis, JCS members, our 
officers and Board and our fine execu- 
tives and staff.” 

Each year, the Freedoms Foundation, 
an independent, non-profit, non-sectar- 
ian group, accumulates at its headquar- 
ters at Valley Forge, Pa., thousands of 
projects, programs and expressions 
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which build an understanding of the 
American way of life. A distinguished 
non-partisan jury selects effective, use- 
ful and inspiring works of individuals, 
organizations and schools to be recipi- 
ents of awards in various categories. 
The award to the Society was in the 
Spiritual Values category. 

The medal, encased in a walnut stand, 
is on permanent display in the NFTB- 
JCS offices in the Union House of Living 
Judaism in New York. 

Organized in 1893, the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society’s program for better un- 
derstanding and appreciation of Jews 
and Judaism is now a recognized part 
of the American educational scene. In 
1909, the Society began assigning rabbis 
on invitation to lecture about Judaism at 
universities; these visits have reached 
millions of students and teachers in 1050 
colleges in every state and abroad. In 
addition, JCS has donated 40,000 Jew- 
ish reference books on request to 800 
college libraries, and sponsored 22 resi- 
dent ‘lectureships for college credit. 

When JCS became the project of the 
temple brotherhoods in 1939, its influ- 


Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


ence was widely expanded. The prac- 
tice of assigning rabbis as counselor- 
teachers on invitation to Christian 
church summer camps, started in 1945, 
has extended to 350 camps. In recent 
years, JCS began producing motion 
pictures about - Judaism for TV and 
group showings. Eight JCS films have 
had more then 4000 telecasts in 49 
states and abroad. Two won national 
awards. In addition, eight dramatic 
shows have been produced for radio 
broadcast. Additional movies and radio 
dramas are in production. 

The Society's program is financed by 
voluntary individual annual member- 
ships and contributions obtained by the 
temple brotherhoods. 


9 New JCS 
Life Members 


Nine new life memberships in the Jew- 
ish Chautauqua Society were announced 
recently, bringing the total to 218. They 
are: Leo GREENBERG and JouHN W. 
Wisunicx, New Rochelle; Ausrey H. 
ETTENHEIMER and ABE GREEN, Detroit; 
Dr. Epwarp Rossins and JuLius KrerE- 
GER, L ay hogy les; ELAINE L. LEE, Scars- 
dale, N.Y.; Davip R. Goxp, Cleveland; 
and it PAUL BrasLey, Pittsburgh. 

Life memberships are $1,000, pay- 
able over four years at $250 a year. 


Welcome, 


New Affiliates 

Coraopolis, Pa., AHAVATH SHOLOM 
BROTHERHOOD, Pres., Sam Green; 
Havana, Cuba, TEMPLE BETH IS- 
RAEL BROTHERHOOD, Pres., Arthur 
Hammel; Morristown, N.J., BROTH- 
ERHOOD OF TEMPLE B’NAI OR, 
Pres., Milton A. Dauber; Wheeling, 
W.Va., WOODSDALE TEMPLE 
MEN’S CLUB, Pres., George A. Leven- 
son; Needham, Mass., TEMPLE BETH 
SHALOM BROTHERHOOD, Pres., Dr. 
Sumner Hoffman; Levittown, N.]., 

TEMPLE EMANUEL BROTHER- 
HOOD, Pres., Charles Goldfinger. 
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A Fitting Memorial 
to a Devoted Rabbi 


Roaieatisnweumas EMANUEL, Beverly 
Hills, Calif., was shocked when in the 
Fall of 1957 their beloved rabbi, Ber- 
nard Harrison, passed away at the un- 
timely age of 47. To those who knew 
him, he was a rabbi who lived his life 
with quiet humility, devoted to the min- 
istry and dedicated to the 
teachings of Judaism. 
Members of his congre- 
gation, headed by David 
Sheinart, NFTB Board mem- 
ber and president of the 
Southern California Council 
of Temple Brotherhoods, 
wanted to establish a me- 
morial in keeping with the 
exemplary life and beliefs of 
Rabbi Harrison. In the 
Spring of 1958 they estab- 
lished, in cooperation with the Jewish 
C hautauqua Society, the Rabbi Bernard 
Harrison Resident Lectureship at the 
Southern California School of Theology 
in Claremont. Twenty-four of his friends 
contributed to this living tribute, to per- 
petuate for many years the memory of 
his dedication to teaching and learning. 
Dr. Samson H. aps € rabbi of Tem- 
ple Beth Torah, Van Nuys, Calif., and 
instructor of rabbinics at the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Reli- 





gion, Los Angeles, conducts this course 
in Jewish study. The first semester was 
devoted to teaching “Apocrypha of the 
Old Testament”; the second semester, to 
the “Dead Sea Scrolls.” 

This scholarly influence for more in- 
tensive study of Judaism by students of 
all faiths, which is offered 
by the JCS resident lecture- 
ship program, is an ever ex- 
panding one. A number of 
leading universities have in- 
vited the Society to initiate 
such courses as a regular 
part of their college curricu- 
la. These opportunities can 
be realized only if the nec- 
essary funds are made avail- 
able. 

The JCS resident lecture- 
ship at Claremont College is one of a 
score of similar courses ” sponsored by 
the Society. A resident lectureship can 
be established by individuals or organi- 

zations, in someone’s honor or in mem- 
ory of a dear departed. 

A bronze plaque, pictured below, 
was presented to Temple Emanuel by 
the Society, not only to acknowledge the 
temple members’ support of the JCs 
program, but as a tribute to a rabbi who 
was a devoted JCS lecturer. 


EWI GHAUTAUQUA-SOGIETY RESIDENT. LECTURESHIP 
AT THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF, THEOLOGY, 


AT PERS RMON 
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What JCS Means to Me 


by GAIL TOBY LEWIS 


How poEs the Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety affect me, one of 28 Jewish girls 
on the campus of a Methodist colle ge? 

I am most grateful to the Jewish 
Chautauqua Sexi iety for the many ways 
it has helped me in trying to help my 
fellow students understand holidays and 
basic beliefs of the Jewish religion. 

The vast majority of the 546 girls en- 
rolled at Centenary College for Women, 
Hackettstown, N.J., are Protestants and 
know very little, if anything, about 
Judaism. It is primarily during the times 
of our Jewish holidays that my friends 
will come to me, asking questions about 
why a particular day has been set aside 
for worship. They are seeking to learn 
and understand more about this one re- 
ligion about which they seem so un- 
aware. I do not feel fully capable of an- 
swering all the questions. So, I turn to 
the donations of the JCS. I try to en- 
courage others to go to the library and 
pick up a book about Judaism, which 
the Society has oie there, so that they 

can better understaid j-wish beliefs. 

Twice a year, the 12 3 sends a rabbi 
to our campus to speak at our chapel 
service. He also leads a discussion group, 
which arouses the interest of the entire 
student body. Many questions are an- 
swered, and new inspiration, as well as 
understanding between the faiths, de- 
velops. 

How has the Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety helped me? It has placed books in 
our ‘college library, to which I am able 
to refer when I do not know the answers 
to questions I am asked. Also, girls of 
other faiths turn to these books in prep- 
aration for class work and to satisfy 
their curiosity. During our chapel serv- 
ice, the rabbi brings to the students a 
better understz nding and appreciation 
of the practices of the Jewish faith. 

I would like to thank the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society for bringing to col- 
lege students of other faiths a keener 
knowledge and understanding of the 
practices and traditions of our Jewish 
religion. Through this Society, a closer 
bond between the many religions has 
been established, and prejudices are 
giving way to newly found knowledge. 





Gail Lewis is active in North Shore Con- 
gregation Israel, Glencoe, Ill. She is con- 
tinuing her studies this year at the Uni- 
versity of Missouri. 
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TALL TIMBERS 


for boys 
and 


TRUDA 


for girls 


Superlative Camps 
in 
the Sebago Region 
of 
Southern Maine 


PAUL DIBNER 
20 Chase Street 
White Plains, N. Y. 
White Plains 8-3294 


EDWARD D. DIBNER MARTIN DIBNER 

1896 Temblethurst Dr. Casco Village 
Cleveland 21, Ohio Maine 
Evergreen 1-5858 Market 7-2340 








RESULTS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES 


Everyone of these recent Fund Raising Campaigns for Reform Congre- 
gations achieved or exceeded their original goal. 


Phoenix, Arizona 
Phila. (Elkins Park), Pa. 
Abington, Pa. 

Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Buffalo (Snyder), N. Y. 
Needham, Mass. 
Swampscott, Mass. 
Westfield, N. J. 


San Jose, California 


Beth Israel 
America's Keneseth Israel 
Old York Rd. Temple 
Sinai Temple 
for Suburban Temple 
Synagogues 


Foremost 


Fund Raisers 


Temple Beth Shalom 


and Temple Emanu-El 
Religious Temple Emanv-El 


Institutions Temple Emanvu-El 


Temple Israel Waterbury, Conn. 


30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
In Synagogue 
Fund Ralsing 


Morristown, N. J. 


Phila., Pa. 


Temple B’nai Or 
Temple Judea 


NOTE: Fees are never based on percentage, but are set in 
advance and remain the same, no matter how 
much ‘‘Over-the-Top” is raised. 


Don’t WONDER how WE can help YOU. Contact 
us for advice on any phase of fund raising. There 
is NO fee or obligation. 


THE KARMATZ SYNAGOGUE FUND RAISING 
SERVICE OF AMERICA 
: Bernard S. Karmatz, President and Founder 
Main Office: Bankers Securities Bldg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. PEnnypacker 5-3199 
New York Office: Wisconsin 7-2789 
The Oldest Exclusive National Synagogue Fund Raising Organization. 


CHARTER MEMBER 
International Fund 


Ralsing Institute 























EXTRA CASH! 
GREATER PROFITS 


Organizations . . . clubs, veterans auxéil- 
iaries, lodges, PTA’s, etc. . . . ADD HUN- 
DREDS OF DOLLARS to their treasuries with 
these pre-tested and proven fast sellers: 


* Personalized Napkins 
* Stationery °* Novelties 


* Boutique Items 


Act today—Profit Right Away. Send for 
your FREE Sales Kit, “No Risk—No Invest- 
ment” plan, and Catalog. ATT: Dept..HH 


ay PERSONAL MONOGRAM CO. 
iN 2€E 23rd. ST. N.Y. 10 SPring 7-5810 
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Listen to...... 


the Message of Israel 


We are celebrating our 25th year 





We're on 200 stations. 
Are we on yours? 
If not, write us at once. 
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The pages are either missing or 


The filming is recorded as the | 


ancy at this point. 
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The Psalms I|luminated 


by SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 


a HIS TWO-VOLUME translation of the 
Midrash (Yale University Press, $15.00) 
on Psalms, Dr. William G. Braude, 
learned rabbi of Providence, R.I., has 
faced an enormously difficult task. The 
effort involves cultural and_ linguistic 
problems. The Midrash was based on 
ancient sermons delivered to people 
who knew Scripture well and were pre- 
pared to listen to a search for the deeper 
meanings of verses already familiar to 
them. Such an audience hardly exists 
today. Furthermore, the original was in 
Hebrew; the interpretations were gen- 
erally based upon the sound of the word 
in the Hebrew text. How can these 
word-plays be conveyed through the 
medium of another language where the 
translated word sounds altogether dif- 
ferent and the word-play is therefore 
entirely lost? In Isaiah (5:7) the proph- 
et says, “He looked for righteousness 
but behold a cry.” The English transla- 
tion is correct; but for the Englishnouns, 
“righteousness” and “cry,” the Hebrew 
reads zedakah, and ze-a-kah. The trans- 
lation has given the meaning but has 
completely abandoned poetic echo. 
This linguistic difficulty is multiplied 
‘n the Midrash which constantly uses 
he sound of the Hebrew for its interpre- 
itions. How then can it be adequately 
trinslated? Braude has faced this and 
ot >r difficulties, and to a remarkable 
de, ree has succeeded in conveying the 
mood as well as the meaning of the 
original. If a modern reader will read 
the illuminating introduction and then 
oring to the text a slow and meditative 
reading or sampling, he will be able to 
»bsorb both the style and the spirit of 
e ancient Jewish sermonic literature. 





lr. Freehof is the well-known author 
ynd rabbi of Rodef Shalom Temple, 
Pittsburgh. His latest work is the UVAHC 
commentary on the Book of Job. His lat- 
«st distinction was election to the presi- 

_ncy of the World Union for Progres- 
swe Judaism. 
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An illustration will indicate how the 
mood of the Midrash was conveyed in 
the translation. It is the ancient sermon 
upon the last verse of Psalm 15: “He 
that doeth these things shall never be 
moved.” 

The Midrash proceeds as follows: 

Whenever Rabban Gamaliel read this 
verse, he would grieve, saying, “What 
man can do all of these things?” But 
Rabbi Akiba, reading this verse, did not 
grieve but rejoiced. Rabban Gamaliel 
asked, “Why do I grieve while thou re- 
joicest?” Thereupon Akiba, in typical 
Midrashic manner, quotes a seemingly 
unrelated verse from Leviticus dealing 
with the sin of touching unclean things 
and thus becoming defiled. He explains 
this verse to mean that if a man touch 
only one unclean thing he is as much 
defiled as if he touched them all. He 
then applies his conclusion as in anal- 
ogy to the verse in Psalm 15 which 
speaks of various virtues. He concludes 
as follows: “And so if a man touches a 
single creeping thing (he) becomes un- 
clean as though he has touched (them) 
all; does it not follow that if a man does 
a single one of these good deeds (men- 
tioned in the Psalm) it is as though he 
had done all of them? . . . Thereupon 
Rabban Gamaliel said to R. Akiba, 
‘Thou hast comforted me, Akiba, thou 
hast comforted me.’ ” 

Since the Midrash is a collection of 
sermons and the translator is a preacher 
and the reviewer also a preacher, it may 
be forgiven if the Midrash fragment just 
quoted is now used sermonically to con- 
clude this review: 

We sometimes despair of making our 
classic literature available to modern 
readers. The cultural and linguistic dif- 








ficulties are too great. But now that the | 


spirit of one of the classic works has 
been so well carried over into English, 
we feel more hopeful that others of 
them will also be adequately translated. 


| 


Thus, “thou hast comforted us, William | 


Braude, thou hast comforted us.” 





6 books 


from the 


HEBREW 
UNION 
COLLEGE 
PRESS 


ESSAYS IN AMERICAN- 
JEWISH HISTORY 


The American Jewish Archives 
A variety of essays by leading scholars com- 
memorating the 10th anniversary of the Ameri- 
can Jewish Archives. An intriguing picture of 
American-Jewish economic, cultural, and po- 


litical life. $7.50 


A JEWISH UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 


by Samuel Sandmel 
An articulate examination of the New Testa- 
ment and its sources, designed to serve as a 
medium for the better understanding of Chris- 
tianity by Jews. $5.00 








THE SPOKEN CHOICE 
by Amy K. Blank 
A collection of lyric and dramatic poems, 
including a section reflecting the strength and 
vigor of Biblical and legendary Hebraic tales. 


$3.00 


AMERICAN JEWRY DOCUMENTS: 
Eighteenth Century 
edited by Jacob R. Marcus 
A vivid picture of the life and customs of the 
18th-century American Jew revealed through 
an absorbing collection of original documents 
and letters. $8.50 








Soon to be Published 


REFORM RESPONSA 


by Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof 
Answers to fifty frequently asked questions on 
the meaning and observance of _ traditional 
Jewish customs and the accepted Reform in- 
terpretation of basic Jewish religious laws. 


$6.00 


HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
ANNUAL Volume 30 


The newest selection of essays continuing this 
authoritative series in the distinguished tradi- 
tion of one of the nation’s leading centers of 
Jewish scholarship. $6.00 


Order from your Bookseller or through 








PUBLISHERS INC. 
New York 22, N. Y. 


UNIVERSITY 
59 East 54th St., 

















BLOCH PUBLISHING COMPANY 


FOUNDED IN CINCINNATI, 1854 


Distributors of All 
TEXTBOOKS 
published by the 


UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS 
and other publishers 


We carry a complete stock of all 
BOOKS OF JEWISH INTEREST 
Novelties, Ceremonial Objects 
for Congregational Libraries and 


Sisterhood Gift Shops 


SEND FOR OUR SCHOOL, JUDAICA 
AND ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES OF 
CEREMONIAL OBJECTS & NOVELTIES 


BLOCH PUBLISHING CO. 
“The Jewish Book Concern” 
31 w. 31ST STREET, NEW YORK 1 

















Between 
God and 
Man 


AN INTERPRETATION 
oF JUDAISM 





Selected from the writings of 
ABRAHAM J. HESCHEL 


Jewish Theological Seminary of America 


“Abraham Heschel is undoubtedly one 
of the major Jewish thinkers of Ameri- 
can contemporary life. I hope that the 
dissemination of his thought will in- 
fluence widely the contemporary Amer- 
ican religious scene.”—ARTHUR COHEN 


$5.00 
At your bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS 














| Cohen. Greenberg. $2.75. 


| presented. The book is reminiscent of 
| John Gunther’s Death Be Not Proud. 


| The Life You Want to Live. By Hyman 


BOOKS 


Judaism for the Modern Age. By Robert 
Gordis. Farrar, Straus and Cudahy. 
$4.50. 

One of the most gifted minds of the 

modern Jewish age imparts information 

aplenty and inspiration galore in an im- 

portant book. Dr. Gordis thrillingly re- 

counts how Judaism has helped to “mor- 
alize” the Jews and the rest of humanity 

and how it can continue to do so. A 

splendid “Deuteronomy” for those en- 

tering the fourth century of Jewish life 
in America. 


Her Children Call Her Blessed: A Portrait 
of the Jewish Mother. Ed. by Franz 
Kobler. Stephen Daye Press. 

A fairly successful anthology in glorifi- 

cation of Jewish wom: inkind. The editor 

goes beyond the Jewish realm in his 
quote itions, and some of the latter give 
the book filler rather than make it fuller. 

Despite this and some other faults, the 

book is a valuable anthology. Especially 

gripping is the exchange of letters be- 
tween Alfred Dreyfus and his wife. 


A Commentary on | Maccabees. By J. E. 
Dancy (Basil Blackwell, Oxford). 

This is an excellent exegesis of an im- 

portant apocryphal book which does 


Ke 
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A book to help the Jew under- 
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stand his Judaism 


A book that provides an under- 
standable, comprehensive 
approach to Judaism for the 


Understanding 
Judaism 


By 
Rabbi DANIEL L. DAVIS 


UNDERSTANDING JUDAISM is the 
first book of its kind in modern 
times embodying in one concise 
volume the basic account of Jew 
and Judaism intended for both 
Jew and non-Jew. $3.00 


PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY 
15 E. 40 Street, New York 16 
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more than explain line-by-line text. It 
deals with the historic and religious sit- 
uations — the impact of Hellenism upon 
Judaism and the latter’s conservative re- 
action against assimilating a culture. 


Red, Black, Blond and Olive. By Ed- 

mund Wilson. Oxford. $6.75. | 
One of the most penetrating stylists of 
our day takes us on illuminating literary 
voyages to New Mexico Indians, Haiti, 
Russia and Israel. Of especial interest to 
Jewish readers is the latter journey, with 
its exciting account of the discovery of 
the force of the Hebrew language and 
its peek into certain piquancies in mod- 
ern Israel. A superb book. 


A Boy’s Quiet Voice. By Ruth Kolko 


A mother and her son, who is dying of 
bone cancer, find fortitude in Judaism. 
Mrs. Cohen's theme, that faith in God 
can reconcile us to tragedy, is vividly 





Judah Schachtel. Dutton. $2.95. 
Wise counsel by the senior rabbi of Con- | 
gregation Beth Israel of Houston. Not | 
sermons, but highly readable and ex- 
tremely valuable analyses of such themes | 








JEWISH BOOKS OF MERIT 


A TREASURY OF JUDAISM 


by Philip Birnboum.............. $5.00 


AND IT CAME TO PASS 
by H. N. Bialik. Translated by 


Prof. Herbert Danby............. 2.50 
LAUGHS FROM JEWISH LORE 
ee 2.50 


. MY GLORIOUS BROTHERS 


ho eee ee 3.00 
ROMANCE OF A PEOPLE 


Bs ee Rae 2.50 
. THE PICTURE BOOK HISTORY OF 


THE JEWS (for very young people) 

by Howard & Bette Fast.......... 1.50 
SABBATH EVE SERVICES AND 

HYMNS (Orthodox, Conservative 

and Reform) by Segal and Guthman. 1.25 


HEBREW PUBLISHING CO. 


79 Delancey St. New York City 2 

















SINCE 1911 
GREETINGS FROM 
MALERMAN’S HEBREW BOOK STORE 


504 PINE STREET ¢ PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
PUBLISHER OF 
BIBLE QUIZ LOTTO 
HAGGADAH FOR YOUNG AMERICAN JEWS 
THE SABBATH AND HOLIDAY EVE MANUAL 
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An ideal back to 
Religious School Gift 


A Message of Importance 

to parents whose children are study- 

ing Hebrew in Religious School. 
* 


A DICTIONARY IS AN IN- 
DISPENSABLE TOOL FOR 
EVERY CHILD FOR THE 
PROPER PURSUIT OF HIS 
STUDIES. 
The New Illustrated Hebrew- 
English Dictionary for Young 
Readers by Nathan Goldberg and 
illustrated by Arnold Lobel has 
been especially designed for 
young students. 


* Illustrative sentences showing usage 
of words in both Hebrew and in 
English. 

* 1,000 attractive illustrations for the 
young reader. 

10” x 13" 


* Large size, printed in 


color. 


UNIVERSALLY ACCLAIMED BY 
LEADING EDUCATORS AS A 
“MUST” DICTIONARY FOR STU- 
DENTS. 


Money refunded if not $395 


completely satisfied. 


KTAV PUBLISHING HOUSE, INC. 
47 Canal St., New York 2, N. Y. 














Congregational 
RECORD KEEPING 


made easy with 
JONATHAN DAVID 
ROLODEX 


6 Styles of Record Cards in Machines 
Holding from 500-4000 Cards 
Available for keeping records of 


YAHRZEITS « MEMBERSHIP ¢ RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
BAR & BAS MITZVAH « BIRTHDAYS 
ANNIVERSARIES 


Send for Illustrated Brochure 


THE JONATHAN DAVID CO. 


85 DIVISION ST., NEW YORK CITY, Dept. AJ 


Catalogues upon Request: SYNAGOGUE FURNITURE: 
JEWISH RELIGIOUS ARTICLES; BOOKS; JEWELRY 








Israel 

Religious Arts, Inc. 
250 West 57th Street, 
New York City 19 
JUpson 2-1768—9 


Importers and Wholesale 
Distributors of Books, } 
Arts and Religious Articles 
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| 
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as loneliness, kindness, paternal love, 
self-improvement, sorrow and death, 
and fifteen others form the contents of 
this book. A follow-up of the author’s 
helpful The Real Enjoyment of Living. 


World Religions. By Benson Y. Landis. 
Dutton. $2.95. 

If you want the background, size and 
tenets of any religion flourishing today 
you will find the data in this excellent 
book by the research editor of the Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S. The statement on Judaism is 
a model of pithy accuracy and so are the 
short expositions of the other groups, in- 
cluding all of the Protestant denomina- 
tions. A handy volume which would be 
just right for adult courses in compara- 
tive religion. 


Discovery in the Judean Desert. By Geza 
Vermes. Desclee. $5.00. 

A large cave could be filled with books 
engendered by the discovery of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. Here is one of the best 
of them, replete with actual translations 
of the documents. It is written by a 
youngish priest who, unlike some Chris- 
tians who pontificate on this complex 
subject, seems to know Hebrew. 


The Messianic Idea in Israel. By Joseph 
Klausner. Macmillan. New York. 
$7.50. 

This work joins Jesus of Nazareth and 

From Jesus to Paul to form one of 

the great scholarly trilogies of Jewish 

literature. Prof. Klausner is one of our 
most consummate scholars and his full 
energies went into this work. Every pas- 
sage in Biblical and post-Biblical litera- 
ture which deals with Messianism is here 
minutely scrutinized and evaluated. It is 
good that the author has added in this 

English edition his fine essay contrasting 

the Jewish Messiah concept with that of 

Christianity. All in all, the definitive 

word may well have been written on 

this intriguing concept. 


Synagogue Architecture in the United 
States. By Rachel Wischnitzer. Jewish 
Publication Society. Philadelphia. 
$6.00 

The need has long existed for someone 

to evaluate the synagogue buildings 

erected by the American Jewish com- 
munity since the beginning of the eight- 
eenth century in terms of Jewish tradi 
tion and American architectural history. 

This work accomplishes this and avoids 

the poles of dullness or fuzzy poetizing. 

The book’s only apparent weakness is in 

the last chapter, where the author makes 

her prejudices against the more ad- 
vanced contemporary forms all too clear. 


UNIVERSITY OF 
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American Judaism 


by NATHAN GLAZER. A con- 
cise, informative,and continuously 
interesting history and contempo- 
rary analysis of the Jewish re- 
ligion in America. Much of the 
book is devoted to the contempo- 
rary scene: to the sources and 
manifestations of the Jewish re- 
vival in America. $3.50 


The Living Talmud 


translated and edited by JUDAH 
GOLDIN. A rich and fascinating 
introduction to the world of the 
Talmud. Includes a new transla- 
tion of the Pirke Abot—perhaps 
the most important treatise of the 
Talmud — and an _ illuminating 
essay on the nature of this work. 


$4.00 
The Ghetto 


by LOUIS WIRTH. Traces the 
genesis of today’s urban Jewish 
immigrant colonies back to medie- 
val ghettos. $1.25 


Judaism and Christianity 


by JAMES PARKES. Studies the 
creeds of Judaism and Christian- 
ity emphasizing the relevance of 
both religious faiths to contempo- 
rary problems. $4.00 


The Ten Commandments 


by SOLOMON GOLDMAN, Late 
Rabbi of Anshe Emet Synagogue. 
Edited by MAURICE SAMUEL. 
Intended both for layman and 
scholar, this book gives a pro- 
found insight into the living sig- 
nificance of the most famous code 
of moral instruction in world 


annals. $3.75 
Martin Buber 

The Life of Dialogue 

by MAURICE S. FRIEDMAN. 


Fills the pressing need for a com- 
prehensive study of Buber’s 
thought. ‘The best introduction to 
a philosophy that has great sig- 
nificance not only for theology but 
also for social ethics, education 
and psychology.” —-HANS KOHN 
$6.00 








Through your bookseller 
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS 
5750 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 37, Illinois 

IN CANADA: The University of 

Toronto Press, Toronto 5, Ontario 








They Rode the Frontier 

by WYATT BLASSINGAME. $2.95 
The story of frontier preachers of 
many faiths. 


The First Book of Israel 

by NORA BENJAMIN KUBIE. $1.95 
An authentic and very attractive 
book about the Israeli nation. 


Rachel 

by MINA LEWITON. $2.75 
Rachel’s world revolves about her 
family, her school and the library 
—until Poppa announces that they 
may move to a new neighborhood 
far uptown. 

Rachel and Herman 

by MINA LEWITON. $2.75 
Rachel and her family move up- 
town to new interests, new friends 
and new understandings. 


Understanding the City Child: 
A Parents’ Guide 
by DOROTHY BARCLAY, Parent and 


Child Editor of The New York 
Times $4.95 


“Its sane and balanced viewpoint, 
its practical helpfulness, its keen 
insight, and its readable style com- 
bine to make this a book which 
can be recommended without res- 
ervation to parents of all children.” 
James H. S. Bossard 
The Annals published by 
The American Academy of 
Political and Social Science 


FRANKLIN WATTS, INC., Book Publishers 


A_ Division of THE GROLIER SOCIETY, INC. 
575 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 














STAINED GLASS 
MOSAICS 
INTERIORS 


JEAN-JACQUES DUVAL 
58 West 15th Street, New York 11, N.Y. 


IN NEW YORK 


When in Manhattan, be sure to 
visit the House of Living Judaism, 
838 Fifth Avenue. Visiting hours: 
9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. daily except 
Saturday, Jewish and secular holi- 
days. Daily chapel service at noon 
Monday-Friday. 








BOOKS (Continued) 


The Service of the Heart. By Evelyn 

Garfiel. Thos. Yoseloff. $4.50. 
Anyone who would like to know the sig- 
nificance of the Shema, the origin of the 
Kaddish, the history of the prayer book, 
the structure of the service, the Jewish 
idea of God, the reasons why the Torah 
is read, the beauty to be found in Jew- 
ish liturgy, should read this valuable 
book. Dr. Garfiel’s little volume will 
help people to realize that without 
prayers the sermon is not as significant 
as it might be in its proper setting. It is 
heartily recommended for the Jewish 
home as a companion for old and young 
alike. 





THE BOOK OF JOB 


The most explosive book of the Bible... 
The book that probes religion’s thorniest 
question: Why does God allow the inno- 
cent to suffer? The book that Archibald 
MacLeish based his popular Pulitzer 
Prize winning play JB upon. ..now pre- 
sented by a leading modern scholar, 
Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, who guides 
the layman through its fascinating nar- 
rative and commentaries on it by the 
greatest Jewish thinkers since Talmudic 
times, and suggests a fresh interpreta- 
tion with urgent meaning for our own 
day. 

Pick up a copy at your temple Judaica shop or 
local bookstore. Or order it directly from Dept. 


B, UAHC, 838 Fifth Avenue, New York 21, N. Y. 
$4.75 


“Important facts about 
diabetes and diet 


Not long ago, a famous tennis player 
was guest of honor at a dinner. He 
polished off his steak and vegetables 
with good appetite. But when the pie 
a la mode arrived, he waved it aside. 
“T’'ll skip this course,” he said. “I’m 
diabetic, you know.” 

Today, if you have diabetes, you can 
pursue almost any career, as long as 
you follow the diet and medical pro- 
gram your doctor advises. 

The diabetic’s diet often includes 
nearly all foods found in a regular well- 
balanced diet, but in exactly specified 
proportions. High carbohydrate foods 
are limited. But this doesn’t mean you 
must give up desserts—if you choose the 
right ones! 

Delicious D-Zerta Gelatin helps grat- 
ify your desire for a variety of desserts. 
It’s made without sugar. One serving 
has only 12 calories. Enjoy it at meal- 
time and between. 

D-Zerta Gelatin comes in six refresh- 
ing flavors. It combines well with many 
foods for tempting entrees and salads. 

Ask your doctor about D-Zerta. He'll 
recommend it. It’s made by General 
Foods, the makers of Jell-O Desserts, 
and is available at grocery stores. 


D-Zerta Gelatins and Puddings are certified 
Kosher. Look for the K on the package. 











THE JEWS OF THE 


UNITED STATES 


A PICTORIAL HISTORY 
By MORRIS U. SCHAPPES 

$7.50 list price 
“This handsome pictorial history does 
justice to the three centuries of achieve- 
ment which the Jews have contributed 
to the history of the United States. Mr. 
Schappes traverses their history in con- 
siderable detail.” 

— JOHN BARKHAM 

Saturday Review Syndicate 


CITADEL PRESS 


222 FOURTH AVE., NEW YORK 3, N.Y. 




















Bus UL 6-6376 OR 4-4720 


M. BLATT & SONS 


Mfr. of Religious and Decorative 
Candles. Importers of all Israeli 
Products. Candles manufactured for 
all kinds of affairs. Also manufactur- 
er of Skull Caps for Weddings, Bar 
Mitzvahs, etc. Items for Fund-Raising 
ideas and Organizations. 


532 Flatbush Ave. Brooklyn 25, N. Y. 
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